
NAQLUN

91. Casket
Naqlun. Building D
End of 12th century
H. 34.5 cm, L. 41 cm, W. 27 cm
Wood, ivory, bone, copper
Museum of Islamic Art, Cairo MIA 29229

Casket of wood covered with painted and gilded ivory and bone plaques. It is rectangular
with hinged lid, pyramidal in shape, with flat top. Originally a Sicilian product, it was
reconstructed in Egypt leaving only the front part intact. This includes two main panels on
the body of the box and on the front gable of the lid. The frame consists of ornamental
borders filled with dots, lozenges, scrolls and an Arabic inscription; the panels bear painted
and gilded representations of peacocks and other birds, and different ornamental motifs.
Only a few of the clasps are original.
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