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Marea 2008: 
POttery frOM eXcaVatIONs 

anna drzymuchowska
archaeological museum in Kraków

abstract: The report treats on pottery finds from the shops in the southwest part of the basilica and 
from the nave. These are mostly tableware, including jugs, bowls, cooking pots, lids and amphorae 
(lra 1 [=Kellia 164], lra 4 from gaza and some rare lra 7). The ceramic material uncovered 
this season is diverse, yet in terms of design and materials it is consistent with local production. 
a few rare ceramics with stamped inscriptions have also been recorded, the more interesting pieces 
being two vessel fragments: one with an impressed depiction of a cross in the form of crux gemmata, 
and another with a partly preserved representation of christ holding a cross.
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The ceramic material from excavations in 
the basilica of marea in the 2008 season 
was diverse, but in terms of form and fabric 
it corresponded to known local production 
and the 6th to 8th century ad repertoire. 
all identifications by the present author 
have been based on grzegorz majcherek’s 
published analyses of the pottery discov-
ered at marea during excavation seasons 
between 2000 and 2006 (majcherek 
2002; 2008; szymańska, Babraj 2003: 47; 
2004: 62).

finds from excavations in the south-
eastern corner of the basilica comprised 
many fragments of egyptian red slip Ware, 
including plates and bowls dated to the mid 
6th–7th century ad (majcherek 2008: 
121–122, figs 1, 14, 18, 31, 32; egloff 
1977: vol. 1, 84–86, vol. 2, pls 41:5–8, 
42:2, 7–11), as well as a small amount of 

skilfully made imported african red slip 
Ware fragments (majcherek 2002: 60–61). 

among local products there were small 
jugs decorated with incised lines forming 
a herringbone pattern or horizontal bands 
(majcherek 2008: 113–114; rodziewicz 
1998: 248). 

tableware made of nile silt was light 
reddish in color owing to firing conditions. 
some vessels within this group were coated 
with cream slip. pottery of this type often 
carried painted decoration. 
 deep bowls with everted rims, some-
times decorated on the outer rim with 
a black wavy line pattern and dots, consti-
tuted another numerous group (majcherek 
2008: 123, figs 42, 43, 49).

plain wares were usually made of nile 
silt fired deep red with a thin black core. 
This category includes jugs, cooking pots, 
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lids, bowls and strainers. large storage jars 
and amphorae are also included here (egloff 
1977: vol. 1, 1, 111, vol. 2, pl. 22:1, 3, 4, 6, 
10; hayes, harlaut 2001: 106, 108, figs 31, 
32, 58; Bavay et alii 2000: 55, fig. 20). 

two storage jars were found in situ, sunk 
in the ground by the west wall in room 21, 
a unit adjacent to the southeastern corner 
of the basilica [Fig. 1; see also fig. 12 on 
page 93). These thick-walled vessels were 
made of dark red nile silt with a black core 
visible in section (body walls were approxi-
mately 2.5 cm thick). 

finds from layers inside the basilica 
included numerous fragments of 
lra 1 amphorae (Kellia 164) dated to the 

Fig. 1.  Close-up of storage jars sunk in the floor 
in room 21 (Photo P. Suszek)

Fig. 2.  Amphorae types: LRA 7 – 1, 2, 3; LRA 4 – 4
          (Drawing A. Drzymuchowska, J. Michalska)
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6th–7th centuries. however, the dominant 
amphora class is locally produced lra 5/6 
(Kellia, types 186, 187-190) and Kellia 167, 
dated to the 7th–8th centuries (majcherek 
2008: 116–119, 126–127, figs 76–78, 86, 
88, 89; majcherek 1992: 101–113; Bavay 
et alii 2000: 57–60, figs 25–28; pieri 
2007: 625, fig. 15). also frequent were 
the following amphora classes: lra 4 and 
lra 7 (Kellia, types 173–177), dated to 
the 6th–8th centuries ad (egloff 1977: 
vol. 1, 113–116, vol. 2, pls 58:6–8, 60:3; 
Bavay et alii 2000: 57–60, figs 27, 28). 
Three specimens of lra 7 (including one 
almost completely preserved) were found 
on the grate of a small bread oven in room 
18, outside the southwestern corner of the 
basilica [Figs 2:1, 2:3]. 

also noteworthy is a preserved part of 
the body of a lra 4 amphora, with small, 
irregularly spaced holes drilled in it after 

firing, found near a limestone block in 
unit 22, adjacent to the southeastern part 
of the church [Fig. 2:4]. it was probably 
used as a vessel for drying herbs.

pottery from the nave of the basilica 
mostly consisted of lra 1 amphorae 
(corresponding to Kellia 164), as well as 
lra 4 from gaza and some rare lra 7, 
all of which chronologically corresponded 
to the period of the most intensive use of 
the basilica in the 6th–8th centuries. deep 
bowls, unguentaria, jugs and rare fragments 
of ersW tableware were also present. 

pottery fragments with painted deco-
ration or stamped inscriptions were not 
common. Unique pieces included two 
fragments of late roman B type vessels: 
one with an impressed depiction of a cross 
in the form of a crux gemmata [Fig. 3:1], 
and another (floor) fragment with a partly 
preserved representation of christ holding 

Fig. 3.  Late Roman B plates with stamped floor decoration
          (Drawing A. Drzymuchowska, J. Babraj)
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a cross, the latter also in the form of a crux 
gemmata [Fig. 3:2; see also fig. 15 on 
page 95] (egloff 1977: vol. 1, 73–74; 
vol. 2, pl. 13:9; crux gemmata, see e.g. 
dinkler 1967: 55–76; hayes 1972: 266, 
fig. 51). in the first case, the arms of the 
cross widen at the ends and the cross is dec-
orated with jewels enclosed in a guilloche 
pattern. in the second, the ends of the 
horizontal bar of the cross (patibulum) are 
also slightly broader, which suggests that 
the upper and lower ends of the vertical 
bar (staticulum) were similar in form. in 
turn, on this cross the jewels are enclosed in 
squares that touch at the corners. The form 
of the patibulum and staticulum points to 
a 5th century dating (K. Babraj, personal 
communication). The discussed artifacts are 
made of nile clay, their surfaces are polished 
and they are skilfully executed. similar 
decoration in the form of greek crosses and 
herringbone patterns is present not only on 

late roman B pottery, but also on african 
red slip Ware. it is distinguished by its high 
quality, characteristic red color of the clay 
and carefully polished surface.

ceramic material from the basilica 
features also a wide repertoire of vessel types 
common in the mediterranean region. 
Besides the ubiquitous local products, there 
are fragments of imported pottery: african 
red slip Ware and rare sherds of amphorae 
produced on cyprus, in antioch and 
cilicia (lra 1), as well as in gaza (lra 4). 
another assemblage worthy of separate dis-
cussion is a large group of early Byzantine 
painted wares, with rich anthropomorphic, 
zoomorphic and geometrical decoration.

acKnoWledgements
i am grateful to anna południkiewicz and 
tomasz górecki, both of whom kindly  
looked at the amphora material and 
commented on my findings.

anna drzymuchowska
archaeological museum in Kraków
31-002 Kraków, poland
ul. senacka 3
e-mail: drzymuchowska@ma.krakow.pl

references

Bavay, l., Bovot, J.-l., lavigne, o.
 2000 la céramique romaine tardive et byzantine de tanis. prospection archéologique sur 

le tell sân el-hagar, CCE 6, 39–63
dinkler, e.
 1967 Signum crucis. Aufsätze zum Neuen Testament und zur Christlichen Archäologie, 

tübingen: mohr
egloff, m.
 1977 Kellia, la poterie copte. Quatre siècles d’artisanat et d’échanges en Basse-Egypte i–ii 

[=Recherches suisses d’archéologie copte 3], genève: georg
hayes, J.W.
 1972 Late Roman Pottery, london: British school at rome



marea
egypt

101

pam 20, research 2008

hayes, J.W., harlaut, c.
 2002  ptolemaic and roman pottery deposits from alexandria [in:] J.-y. empereur (ed.), 

Alexandrina ii [=Études alexandrines 6], le caire: institut français d’archéologie 
orientale, 99–130

majcherek, g.
 1992 The late roman ceramics from sector “g” — alexandria (1986–1987), EtTrav 16, 

81–117
 2002 marea 2001: note on the pottery, PAM 13 (Reports 2001), 60–64
 2008 The pottery assemblage from the baths and sāqiyah [in:] h. szymańska, K. Babraj (eds), 

Marea i. Byzantine Marea. Excavations in 2000–2003 and 2006 [=Biblioteka Muzeum 
Archeologicznego w Krakowie 4], Kraków:  muzeum archeologiczne, 105–127

pieri, d.
 2007 les centres de production d’amphores en mediterranée orientale durant l’antiquité 

tardive: Quelques remarques [in:] m. Bonifay, J.-c. tréglia (eds), LRCW II. Late 
Roman Coarse Wares, Cooking Wares and Amphorae in the Mediterranean: Archaeology 
and Archaeometry [=BAR International Series 1662], oxford: archaeopress, 611–625 

rodziewicz, m.
 1988 classification of wineries from mareotis [in:] J.-y. empereur (ed.), Commerce et artisanat 

dans l’Alexandrie hellénistique et romaine. Actes du colloque d’Athènes, 11–12 décembre 
1998 [=BCH Suppl. 33], athènes: École française d’athènes, 27–36

szymańska, h., Babraj, K.
 2003 marea. season 2002, PAM 14 (Reports 2002), 39–48
 2004 marea. fourth season of excavations, PAM 15 (Reports 2003), 53–62



contents

5

pam 20, research 2008

cONteNts

PAM Research — new formula: note from the editorial Board . . . 11
acknowledgments  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13
obituaries

Stanisław Medeksza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
Eliza Szpakowska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17
Hanna Szymańska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19

abbreviations and standard references  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

PaM rePOrts
pcma field missions and projects in 2008 (with map) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

egyPt
aleXandria

alexandria: Kom el-dikka excavations and preservation work. 
preliminary report 2007/2008
Grzegorz Majcherek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 35
the islamic graveyard on Kom el-dikka in alexandria. 
excavation season 2007/2008
Emanuela Kulicka  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52
glass from area f on Kom el-dikka (alexandria). excavations 2008
Renata Kucharczyk  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 56
numismatic finds from Kom el-dikka (alexandria), 2008
Adam Jegliński  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 70

marea
marea: excavations 2008
Hanna Szymańska , Krzysztof Babraj  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 81
marea 2008: pottery from excavations
Anna Drzymuchowska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97



contents

6

pam 20, research 2008

marina el-alamein
marina el-alamein. polish–egyptian restoration mission: 
conservation work in 2008 
Stanisław Medeksza , Rafał Czerner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  103

tell el-retaBa
tell el-retaba 2008: excavations and geophysical survey
Sławomir Rzepka, Jozef Hudec, Tomasz Herbich  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  129
tell el-retaba 2008: the pottery
Anna Wodzińska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  146

tell el-farKha
tell el-farkha (ghazala), 2008 
Marek Chłodnicki, Krzysztof M. Ciałowicz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  153
gold from tell el-farkha. conservation project at the egyptian 
museum in cairo
Anna Longa, Władysław Weker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  171

tell el-mUrra
tell el-murra (northeastern nile delta survey), season 2008
Mariusz A. Jucha, Artur Buszek . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  177

saqqara
saqqara 2008: inscribed material
Kamil O. Kuraszkiewicz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  183

deir el-Bahari
temple of hatshepsut at deir el-Bahari, season 2007/2008
Zbigniew E. Szafrański  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  193
Building dipinti in the temple of hatshepsut. documentation work, 
season 2007/2008
Dawid F. Wieczorek  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  203
temple of hatshepsut: pottery from excavations in the royal 
mortuary cult complex, seasons 2004–2008
Ewa Czyżewska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  212

sheiKh aBd el-gUrna (West theBes)
archaeological research in the hermitage in tomb 1152 
in sheikh abd el-gurna (West thebes) 
Tomasz Górecki  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  225

daKhleh oasis
dakhleh oasis project. petroglyph Unit, rock art research, 2008
Ewa Kuciewicz, Michał Kobusiewicz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  237



contents

7

pam 20, research 2008

sUdaN
old dongola

the 12 nummia coin from old dongola
Barbara Lichocka  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  245

Banganarti 
Banganarti and selib: two field seasons in 2008
Bogdan T. Żurawski  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  251
appendix 1: revitalization project at Banganarti
Bogdan T. Żurawski  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  261
appendix 2: Banganarti conservation report 
(January–february and november–december 2008)
Dorota Moryto-Naumiuk, Bogdan T. Żurawski  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  262
appendix 3: overview of ceramic studies at Banganarti in 2008
Dobiesława Bagińska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  264
inscription with liturgical hymn from the lower church 
in Banganarti
Agata Deptuła   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  267
Banganarti fortifications in the 2008 season
Mariusz Drzewiecki  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  273

cyPrUs
nea paphos

nea paphos: season 2008
Henryk Meyza  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  283

LeBaNON
eshmoUn

eshmoun Valley: preliminary report after the third season 
of the polish-lebanese survey 
Krzysztof Jakubiak  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  295

syrIa
tell arBid

tell arbid: adam mickiewicz University excavations in sector p, 
spring season of 2008
Rafał Koliński  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  303



contents

8

pam 20, research 2008

tell qaramel
tell qaramel: excavations 2008 
Ryszard F. Mazurowski  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  321

PaM stUdIes 
introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  345

entre la iie et iiie cataracte: sedeinga, une Étape sur la rive 
occidentale du nil 
Catherine Berger-el Naggar  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  349

food and funerals. sustaining the dead for eternity
Salima Ikram  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  361

symbolic faunal remains from graves in tell el-farkha (egypt) 
Renata Abłamowicz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  373

the necropolis at tell edfu: an overview
Joanna Aksamit  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  379

third intermediate period cemetery in the hatshepsut temple 
at deir el-Bahari. recent research 
Mirosław Barwik  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  387

enigmatic building from tell el-farkha. preliminary study
Krzysztof M. Ciałowicz  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  399

funerary textiles from the medieval cemetery of naqlun
Barbara Czaja-Szewczak   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  413

graeco-roman town and necropolis in marina el-alamein
Wiktor Andrzej Daszewski  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  421

political and economic transformation as reflected by burial 
rites observed in the protodynastic part of the cemetery 
in tell el-farkha 
Joanna Dębowska-Ludwin  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  457

in the shade of the nekloni monastery (deir malak gubrail, fayum) 
Włodzimierz Godlewski  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  467

remarks on the typology of islamic graves from the cemeteries 
on Kom el-dikka in alexandria
Emanuela Kulicka  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  483

Beads and warriors. the cemetery at hagar el-Beida 2 (sudan) 
Anna Longa  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  499



contents

9

pam 20, research 2008

mats and baskets from cemetery a at naqlun in fayum oasis  
Anetta Łyżwa-Piber  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  509

tomb building tradition in lower nubia from the meroitic age 
to after christianization 
Artur Obłuski  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  525

animal remains in post-meroitic burials in sudan
Marta Osypińska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  541

cemetery a in naqlun: anthropological structure of the burials
Karol Piasecki  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  549

ornaments on funerary stelae of the 9th–12th centuries from egypt 
— Josef strzygowski’s publication anew
Małgorzata Redlak   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  561

Non Omnis Moriar. reflection on “rite de passage” in the old Kingdom
Teodozja I. Rzeuska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  575

Burials in the complex of the great amir Qurqumas (no. 162) 
in cairo’s “northern necropolis”
Maciej G. Witkowski  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  587

Burial customs at tell arbid (syria) in the middle Bronze age. 
cultural interrelations with the nile delta and the levant
Zuzanna Wygnańska  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  605

gifts for the afterlife: evidence of mortuary practices from 
the necropolis in marina el-alamein
Iwona Zych  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  619

index of sites  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  633


