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Establishment of PCMA UW Research
Centre in Cyprus

The Polish Centre of Mediterranean
Archaeology, University of Warsaw will set up
a research centre in Paphos, Cyprus, where
PCMA UW expeditions have been working

for over half a century.

The first Polish archaeologists appeared in Cyprus

over half a century ago, with the doyen of Polish Mediterranean archaeology, Professor
Kazimierz Michatowski. Since 1965, a PCMA UW expedition has been working in Nea
Paphos, one of the ancient capitals of the island. Its discoveries, including wonderful
works of mosaic art and sculpture, contributed to the site’s enroliment to the UNESCO
World Heritage List. These discoveries not only added to the knowledge of ancient
culture, art and history of Cyprus and the entire Mediterranean world, but also
contributed to the development of the city, becoming one of the biggest tourist attractions
of Cyprus.

The PCMA UW expedition has been operating in Paphos for over 55 years and is the
longest-running foreign archaeological research project in Cyprus. For over a decade,
an expedition of the Jagiellonian University in Krakow has also been working in Nea
Paphos, conducting research on the Agora, in the central part of the city. Recently,
both expeditions have been combined into a joint project of the Jagiellonian University,
PCMA UW and Warsaw University of Technology. There are also individual grant
projects by several Polish researchers.

— The history of Polish research in Cyprus is very long and fruitful. After talks with the
Cypriot side, we came to the conclusion that prospects for the future are equally
far-reaching, — explains Assist. Prof. Artur Obtuski, director of the PCMA UW. —
Therefore, it is worth institutionalizing this cooperation by setting up a permanent
Research Centre in Paphos. Its presence and support will make the work of researchers
visiting Cyprus easier and more efficient, just as is the case with the PCMA UW
Research Centre in Cairo. Thanks to the new Research Centre, it will also be easier

to create and implement joint Cypriot—Polish projects, — says Obtuski.
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The Research Centre will have at its disposal premises which will be made available
to Polish researchers, and its tasks will include:

- carrying out scientific research in Cyprus, particularly in the field of archaeology;

- cooperation with the Department of Antiquities of Cyprus and the Cypriot authorities;
- logistic and bureaucratic support for Polish scientific expeditions to Cyprus;

- strengthening cooperation with other researchers and archaeological expeditions
working in Cyprus;

- cooperation with the Polish Embassy in Cyprus;

- popularization of Polish archaeological activities in Cyprus;

- promotion and archaeological education of the inhabitants of Cyprus and tourists
visiting the island, especially the city of Paphos.

Prof. Ewdoksia Papuci-Wiadyka (JU and PCMA UW), head of the joint archaeological
expedition in Nea Paphos, will take the post of PCMA UW Research Centre in Cyprus
director.

The Greek name of the Research Centre is: Epguvntiko Kévtpo otnv KOTtpo tou
MoAwvikoU Kévtpou Meagoyelakn Apxaloloyiag Maveriotnuiov ¢ Bapoofiag
In short: Epeuvntiko Kévipo NMKMA MB atnv Kottpo

Read more:

- 55th anniversary of Polish excavations in Cyprus and the beginning of a new project in
Paphos: https://pcma.uw.edu.pl/en/2020/10/15/55-years-of-polish-excavations-in-paphos-
and-the-begining-of-a-new-project/

- Nea Paphos: https://pcma.uw.edu.pl/en/2019/02/15/nea-paphos/

- Polish Archaeology in Cyprus: https://polisharchaeologyincyprus.com/en/home/

- Nea Paphos. 50 Years of Polish Excavations (Booklet in PDF) https://pcma.uw.edu.pl/wp-
content/uploads/2018/01/Nea_Paphos_booklet.pdf

- Scientific biography of Prof. Ewdoksia Papuci-Wtadyka: https://pcma.uw.edu.pl/o-
nas/pracownicy/ewdoksia-papuci-wladyka/

Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology, University of Warsaw coordinates Polish archaeological research
in the Eastern Mediterranean since 1959 (since 1990 under the present name). In recent years it broadened its
scope of interest into the Arabian Peninsula and the Caucasus. Currently about 25 projects are ongoing in Egypt,
Suaan, Ethiopia, Cyprus, Lebanon, Kuwait, Oman, Armenia and Tunisia. The PCMA UW also runs Research
Centres

in Cairo and Sudan.

Read more: www.pcma.uw.edu.pl/ery/ ; www.facebook.com/pcma.uw/ ; https://twitter.com/PCMA UW
Contact: Agnieszka Szymczak agnieszka.szymczak@uw.edu.pl, T (+48) 502 14 00 36
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