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Amphoras on Knidian amphoras
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The upper part of an amphora with both handles preserved was discovered in 1991 
at the site of Marina el-Alamein in Egypt. The excavations were carried out by a team 
from the Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology headed by Prof. Wiktor Andrzej 
Daszewski. The amphora, inv. no. M AR/3/91, was identified as a late Knidian prod-
uct by Grzegorz Majcherek (1991: 53, Fig. 1.5, note 8). Both handles proved to be 
stamped, one rectangular stamp being completely effaced, the other bearing the image 
of a handleless amphora and an obliterated inscription [Figs 1–2]. The present article is 
the first publication of these stamps and its objective is to trace the motif of an amphora 
in Knidian stamp iconography in an effort to place a more specific date on the Marina 
el-Alamein find. 

Stamps with the image of an amphora are first recorded in Period IVA (approx. 
188-167 BC)1 on the round stamps of the eponym Ἀπολλωνíδας and fabricant 
Ἀνδροστένης (Grace, Savvatianou-Petropoulakou 1970: 324, E  50; Étienne, Braun 
1986: 240, no. 45; Sztetyłło 1990: 202, no. 128; Jöhrens 1999: 121, no. 344; Koehler 
1982: 285, note 6). In Period IVB (approx. 167–146 BC), round stamps with the im-
age of an amphora were used by the eponym Εὐφραγόρας and the fabricant Ἕρμιππος 
(Marcadé 1954: 220; Étienne, Braun 1986: 242, nos 65–66); a rectangular stamp was 
produced for the eponym Εὐφραγόρας and the fabricant Κλέανδρος (Jöhrens 1999: 
156, no. 477). In Period V (approx. 146–108 BC), stamps with amphora representa-
tions were being used by the eponym Ἀγαθοκλῆς and the fabricant Κλειτίων. Jöhrens 
published two rectangular stamps of this pair, the device on these stamps being a hori-
zontally featured amphora without handles (Jöhrens 1999: 190–191, nos 611–612). 
Another rectangular stamp from this particular period bears the image of an ampho-
ra with handles, lying horizontally below the inscription; it belonged to the eponym 
Ἡρόφαντος and the fabricant Περιγένης (Lenger 1955: 491, no. 15; Jöhrens 1999: 197, 
no. 643). An analogous image occurs on a stamp of the eponym Ἱεροκλῆς and fabricant 
Βούλαρχος, which Grace believed to be from the third quarter of the 2nd century BC 
(Grace 1952: 531, no. 7, Pl. 20.7; Kent 1953: 129, Pl. 45; Koehler 1982: 285, note 6; 
Tell Atrib 2000: 120, no. 133). A rectangular stamp with an amphora with handles 

1 T he overall framework of Knidian stamp chronology was determined by Virginia Grace (1985: 31) and 
updated by Gerhard Jöhrens (1999: 95, Pl. 8).
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Fig. 1. � Upper part of a Knidian amphora found 
in Marina el-Alamein, top and side view 
(Photo W. Jerke, PCMA)

Fig. 2. � Stamps with the image of an amphora from the handles of the Knidian amphora from Marina 
el-Alamein (Photo W. Jerke, PCMA)
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imaged horizontally below the inscription occurs also in Period VIA (approx. 107–98 
BC); it belonged to the eponym Ἀρiστομήδης, the fabricant Μάρων and the duoviri 
Εὐκράτης and Πολύχαρμος (Grace 1934: 250, no. 130; Grace 1956: 159, no. 164; 
Étienne 1986: 250, no. 197; Jöhrens 1999: 226, 289, no. 754–756, AS 74). Rectangular 
stamps with a double-handled amphora lying horizontally in the bottom part of the field 
were also known in Period VIB (approx. 97–88 BC), having been used by the eponym 
Διονύσιος and the fabricant Πτολεμαῖος (Grace 1934: 262, no. 175; Jefremow 1995: 
188, no. 386; Jöhrens 1999: 228, 290, no. 762, AS 78). This pair also had a stamp with 
the image of a handleless amphora (Jöhrens 1999: 228, no. 763). Such a lying handleless 
amphora below the inscription occurs also on a rectangular stamp of the duoviri Ἀγίας 
and Ἀριστογένης (Jöhrens 1999: 230, no. 773). Grace linked these duoviri with the 
eponym Ἀρίσταινος (Grace 1985: 35). The fabricant Διοσκουρίδας, placed by Grace in 
Period VIC (Grace 1985: 35), was also connected with Ἀρίσταινος (Grace, Savvatianou-
Petropoulakou 1970: 341, E 134–135), whom she placed in Period VIB (Grace 1985: 
32). Finally, in the post-Knidian Period VII (late 1st century BC), there is an elongated 
rectangular stamp bearing the image of an amphora depicted upright and the inscrip-
tion Θευ above it. Stamps with this abbreviation without associated symbols were dated 
by Grace to the Roman period without specifying a provenience (Grace 1934: 288, nos 
263–265). Stamps of an analogous nature were referred to as Knidian by Marie-Thérèse 
Lenger (1955: 494, nos 32–33). A rectangular stamp with the image of an amphora and 
the abbreviation Θευ was identified by Jöhrens as Late Knidian (late 1st century BC) 
(Jöhrens 1999: 236, no. 797). An elongated rectangular stamp with rounded shorter 
edges and a representation of an amphora with handles and the name Κλευπίτης was 
assigned by Jöhrens a Late Knidian date as well (1999: 237, no. 799). A stamp with 
elongated rectangular shape and rounded upper edge, bearing the image of an amphora 
with handles and a damaged inscription was identified by Ino Nicolaou as a Knidian 
stamp of Period VIC (?), near to a stamp of the eponym Κλευπίτης (Nicolaou 2005: 
254, no. 71), most probably with the name of  Ἡροξείνος, which is not known however 
on the island of Knidos. Another rectangular stamp with the image of an amphora did 
not bear a name (Grace, Savvatianou-Petropoulakou 1970: 354, E 220, second quarter 
of the 1st century BC).

The stamp from Marina el-Alamein is nearest to stamps from Period VII and can be 
dated most probably to the end of the 1st century BC.

Other devices from Knidian stamp iconography
Like the amphoras from any center, the Knidian vessels acted foremost as containers for 
export products. Volume standards were established by the eponyms and their decisions 
and the changes they introduced impacted not only the volume, but also the shape of 
the vessels (Grace 1949: 180, 183, notes 20, 35). Modifications concerned mainly the 
shape of the body, height of the neck, angle between handles and body, shape and length 
of the foot. 
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Bucranium
The predominant image in Knidian stamp iconography is the bucranium. It can be 
found on both round and rectangular stamps. Like the lion protome and rose flower, 
this motif was introduced in the repertoire of Knidian devices around 188–182 BC 
(beginning of Period IVA) by the fabricant Ἀριστοκλῆς, son of the prominent Rhodian 
fabricant Δαμοκράτης, working on Rhodos and Knidos (Grace 1985: 48, 49, no. 15, 
19, Pl. 3.19; cf. Grace 1985: 10, note 18). The bucranium continued to appear as a 
device on Knidian stamps through the end of Period VI (Nicolaou 2005: 255, no. 753).

Prora
Stamps with representations referring to the marine transport of amphorae were numer-
ous. The devices include mainly fragments of ships or parts of ship tackle. The prora or 
prow of a ship was used on stamps from Period IVA belonging to the eponym Βίων 
and  fabricant Ξάνθος (Jöhrens 1999: 141–142, no. 428), and in Period IVB on the 
stamps of:

•	 eponym Ξενοκλῆς and fabricant Ἀρίστανδρος (Jöhrens 1999: 151, no. 459),
•	 eponym Ἑρμόφαντος and fabricant Εὔβουλος (Jöhrens 1999: 156, no. 479),
•	 eponym Μένιππος and fabricant Ξάνθος (Grace 1934: 252, nos 135–137; 

Jöhrens 1999: 163-164, nos 512–513), 
•	 eponym Εὐφραγόρας and fabricant Φίλτατος (Jöhrens 1999: 165, no. 518). 

In Period V, the device was used by the following:
•	 eponym Δράκων and fabricant Αἰνέας (Jöhrens 1999: 173, no. 545), 
•	 eponym Ἱεροκλῆς and fabricant Αἰνέας (Jöhrens 1999: 173–174, nos 546–547; 

Nicolaou 2005: 252–253, no. 745), 
•	 eponym Ἐπινικίδας and fabricant Μενέστρατος (Jöhrens 1999: 193, no. 624), 
•	 eponym Μενεκράτης and fabricant Μενέστρατος (Jöhrens 1999: 194, no. 625–

626). 

In Period VI, the prora appeared on the stamps of: 
•	duoviri Πολίτας and Κράτης (Grace 1934: 266, no. 189; Jöhrens 1999: 201, no. 

658), 
•	 eponym Ἀριστομήδης and fabricant Ἀγαθῖνος (Ἀγαθεῖνος) (Jöhrens 1999: 203, 

nos 659–660), 
•	 eponym Δαίδαλος and fabricant Ἀγαθῖνος (Ἀγαθεῖνος) (Jöhrens 1999: 203, no. 

661), 
•	 eponym Ἀριστόδαμος and fabricant Ἀντίοχος (Jöhrens 1999: 207–208, no. 677),
•	duoviri Εὐπόλεμος and Λάχης, associated with the eponym Εὐφραγόρας 

(Jöhrens 1999: 208, no. 679), 
•	 eponym Ἕρμων and fabricant Εὐφραντίδας, 
•	duoviri Μελάντας and Ἀριστόβουλος (Jöhrens 1999: 222–223, nos 740–741).
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Anchor
Anchors as devices on Knidian stamps were fairly numerous in Periods III through VI. 
In Period III (approx. 220–188 BC), the anchor was found on a stamp of the eponym 
Δαμάτριος and the fabricant Ἀρισταγόρας (Grace 1934: 254, nos 144–145; Jöhrens 
1999: 102, no. 268). Also dating from Period III and the beginning of Period IV is a 
stamp of the eponym Ἐπιφάνης and the fabricant Ἀρισταγόρας (Jöhrens 1999: 102, 
no. 269). During Period IVA the anchor device appeared on the stamps of:

•	 eponym Ἀγαθοκλῆς and fabricant Θευδόσιος (Grace 1934: 253, no. 141; 
Jöhrens 1999: 132, no. 389), 

•	 eponym Ἄντανδρος and fabricant Θευδόσιος (Jöhrens 1999: 132, no. 390), 
•	 eponym Ἀπολλωνίδας and fabricant Ἀρίστων (Jöhrens 1999: 123, no. 352), 
•	 eponym Ἀπολλώνιος and fabricant Δημήτριος (Jöhrens 1999: 124–125, no. 

356), 
•	 eponym Ἀγέστρατος and fabricant Δημήτριος (Jöhrens 1999: 124, no. 355), 
•	phrourarchos Ἀριστείδας and fabricant Θευδόσιος (Jöhrens 1999: 133, no. 391), 
•	 eponym Δρακοντομένης and fabricant Θευδόσιος (Jöhrens 1999: 133, nos 392–

393), 
•	 eponym Ἑρμοκράτης and fabricant Θευδόσιος (Jöhrens 1999: 133, no. 394), 
•	 eponym Ἑρμοκράτης and fabricant Ἱππόλοχος (Jöhrens 1999: 138, no. 416), 
•	 eponym Εὐκρατίων and fabricant Θευδόσιος (Jöhrens 1999: 133–134, no. 395), 
•	 eponym Θεύδοτος and fabricant Θευδόσιος (Jöhrens 1999: 134, no. 396), 
•	 eponym Θεύφρων and fabricant Θευδόσιος (Jöhrens 1999: 134, nos 397–398), 
•	 eponym Κληνόπολις and fabricant Θευδόσιος (Jöhrens 1999: 134–135, no. 399),
•	 eponym Φίλτατος and fabricant Θευδόσιος (Jöhrens 1999: 135, no. 400).

In Period IVB one should list stamps with anchor device used by the following: 
•	 eponym Ἀμοτέλης and fabricant Διονύσιος (Jöhrens 1999: 155, no. 473), 
•	 eponym Ἀναξιππίδας and fabricant Ἀπολλώνιος (Grace 1934: 256, no. 152: 

Lenger 1955: 489, no. 7; Jöhrens 1999: 149, no. 450), 
•	 eponym Δίων and fabricant Ἐπιφάνης (Jöhrens 1999: 155, no. 475), 
•	 eponym Ἐπίχαρμος and fabricant Ἡρόδοτος (Jöhrens 1999: 157, no. 483), 
•	 eponym Κλεύμβροτος and fabricant Θευδόσιος (Jöhrens 1999: 157, no. 484), 
•	 eponym Μένιππος and fabricant Μόσχος (Jöhrens 1999: 163, no. 509), 
•	 eponym Τελεκρέων and fabricant Θευδόσιος (Jöhrens 1999: 158, no. 485).

The anchor device on stamps from Period V include the following: 
•	 eponym Ἀγαθοκλῆς and fabricant Μένης (Jöhrens 1999: 194, no. 628), 
•	damiourgos Διονύσιος and fabricant Ἀριστοκλῆς (Jöhrens 1999: 177, no. 559), 
•	 eponym Εὐφράνωρ and fabricant Χαρμοκράτης (Jöhrens 1999: 198, no. 647), 
•	 eponym Καρνεόδοτος and fabricant Ἀριστοκλῆς (Jöhrens 1999: 178–179, 

no. 563), 
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•	damiourgos Ἀγαθοκλῆς and fabricant Εὐφραντίδας (Jöhrens 1999: 188–189, 
nos 601–603), 

•	 eponym Δράκων and fabricant Εὐφρόσυνος (Jöhrens 1999: 189, no. 604), 
•	duoviri Δράκων and Ἀριστοκλῆς (Nicolaou 2005: 251–252, no. 743), 
•	 eponym Ἡρόφαντος and fabricant Μοσχίων (Jöhrens 1999: 195, no. 632), 
•	 eponym Ἱεροκλῆς and fabricant Μοσχίων (Jöhrens 1999: 195, no. 633), 
•	 eponym Πυθόνικος and fabricant Μοσχίων (Jöhrens 1999: 195, no. 634), 
•	 eponym Χρύσιππος and fabricant Ἀγαθῖνος (Ἀγαθεῖνος) (Jöhrens 1999: 172, 

no. 539). 

During Period VI stamps with anchors were used by the following: 
•	 eponym Δαίδαλος, duoviri Ἀρίσταινος and Ἐρατίδας and fabricant Ἀριστοκλῆς 

(Jöhrens 1999: 208-209, no. 681-682), 
•	duoviri Πολίτης and Κράτης, associated with the eponym Δαμόκριτος (Jöhrens 

1999: 223, no. 742), 
•	 eponym Σωσίφρων and fabricant Εὐφρόσυνος (Jöhrens 1999: 223, nos 743–744),
•	duoviri Διόγνητος and Ἀπολλόδωρος (Jöhrens 1999: 231, no. 774), 
•	duoviri Ἐρατίδας and Ἀρίσταινος (Jöhrens 1999: 231, no. 776).

Oar and rudder
The oar and rudder are also devices that can be linked to marine transport, but they 
are less frequent on Knidian stamps compared to the prora and anchor. In Period IVA 
these devices were used by the eponym Ἀρίσταρχος and the fabricant Εὐφρόσυνος 
(Jöhrens 1999: 131, no. 385). Coming from the workshop of Εὐφρόσυνος is a stamp of 
the eponym Φίλτατος with a similar representation (Jöhrens 1999: 131, no. 386). The 
device was also recorded on a stamp of the damiourgos Ἀπολλωνíδας and the fabricant 
Σωτίων (Jöhrens 1999: 143, no. 434). Period IVB includes stamps with the devices of 
oar and rudder representing the following:

•	 eponym Εὐφραγόρας and fabricant Ἀρίστανδρος (Jöhrens 1999: 151, no. 458), 
•	 eponym Ξενοκλῆς and fabricant Ἀρίστανδρος (Jöhrens 1999: 151, no. 459), 
•	 eponym Τελεκρέων and fabricant Ἀρίστανδρος (Jöhrens 1999: 152, no. 460–

461), 
•	 eponym Ἀριστοκλῆς and fabricant Ἰσίδωρος (Jöhrens 1999: 159, no. 494), 
•	 eponym Εὐφραγόρας and fabricant Ἀρίστων (Jöhrens 1999: 152, no. 463), 
•	 eponym Ἀμύντας and fabricant Χαρμοκράτης (Jöhrens 1999: 165, no. 520).

The rudder was used on stamps from Period V belonging to: 
•	 eponym Ἀγαθοκλῆς and fabricant Εὔφρων (Jöhrens 1999: 189, no. 605), 
•	 eponym Ἀσκληπιόδωρος and fabricant Χαρμοκράτης (Jöhrens 1999: 198, 

no. 646), 
•	 eponym Θαλιμβροτίδας and fabricant Ξενοκλῆς (Jöhrens 1999: 197, no. 639), 
•	 eponym Καλλιδάμας and fabricant Ξενοκλῆς (Jöhrens 1999: 197, nos 640–641), 
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•	 eponym Μενεκράτης and fabricant Ξενοκλῆς (Jöhrens 1999: 197, no. 642), 
•	 eponym Νικόμαχος and fabricant Θευκλῆς (Lenger 1955: 496–497, no. 40; 

Jöhrens 1999: 190, nos 609–610), 
•	duoviri Δράκων and Ἀριστοκλῆς (Nicolaou 2005: 251–252, no. 743).

Bee
Images referring to the content of the amphoras are less common than those linked to 
marine transport. One example is the bee device which could suggest honey as the prod-
uct held in the vessel. A Knidian amphora that was discovered on Rhodos has one handle 
impressed with a rectangular stamp of the eponym Ἀρχιππίδας with a branch device and 
the other with a rectangular stamp of the fabricant Ἀθήνιππος and the image of a bee 
(Grace 1985: 46, nos 4a-4b, type of amphora: Pl. 2.1.). Grace considered this stamp as 
originating from the one but last decade of the 3rd century BC (Period III, approx. 220–
210 BC) (Grace 1985: 16). The collection of the Graeco-Roman Museum in Alexandria 
includes a round stamp with branch device of the eponym Ἀρχιππίδας (Grace 1985: 47, 
no. 7) and a round stamp with a bee belonging to the fabricant Ἀθήνιππος (Grace 1985: 
47, no. 8, Pl. 2.7–8). A damaged round stamp with the first letters of the name and a 
bee device, dated by Grace to the 3rd century BC(?) (Grace 1934: 280, no. 234) should 
perhaps be attributed to this fabricant as well. In Period IVA a bee stamp was used by 
the eponym Ἀπολλωνιδας and fabricant Ἀπολλώνιος (Jöhrens 1999: 122, no. 347) and 
in Period IVB by the eponym Ἀμοτέλης and fabricant Ἀγαθῖνος (Ἀγαθεῖνος) (Jöhrens 
1999: 146, no. 440). Period V saw stamps with bee devices being used by the following: 

•	 eponym Ἀσκληπιόδωρος and fabricant Ἀγαθῖνος (Jöhrens 1999: 169, no. 530), 
•	 eponym Καλλιδάμας and fabricant Ἀγαθῖνος (Jöhrens 1999: 171, no. 536), 
•	 eponym Ἐπινικίδας and fabricant Διονύσιος (Jöhrens 1999: 185, no. 585), 
•	 eponym Ἀγατοκλῆς and fabricant Ἐπιφάνης (Jöhrens 1999: 186, no. 590), 
•	 eponym Δράκων and fabricant Ἐπιφάνης (Jöhrens 1999: 186, no. 591), 
•	 eponym Ἡρόφαντος and fabricant Ἐπιφάνης (Jöhrens 1999: 186, no. 592), 
•	 eponym Ἱεροκλῆς and fabricant Ἐπιφάνης (Jöhrens 1999: 186–187, no. 593), 
•	 eponym Καρνεόδοτος and fabricant Ἐπιφάνης (Jöhrens 1999: 187, no. 594), 
•	 eponym Πυθόνικος and fabricant Ἐπιφάνης (Jöhrens 1999: 187, no. 595).

In Period VI, the bee device appeared on the stamps of the following: 
•	 eponym Στρατοκλῆς and fabricant Ἀρχαγόρας (Jöhrens 1999: 212, no. 694), 
•	duoviri Κλεύπολις and Ἱππόστρατος (Criscuolo 1982: 112, no. 139; Jöhrens 

1999: 212, no. 695-696), associated with the eponym Στρατοκλῆς, 
•	 eponym Σωσίφρων and fabricant Ἐπιφάνης (Jöhrens 1999: 221, nos 734–735, 

cf. Jöhrens 1999: 288, AS 70), 
•	duoviri Κράτερος and Νικασίβουλος, associated with the eponym Ἵππαρχος 

(cf. Grace 1985: 35; Jöhrens 1999: 233, nos 787–788 and AS83–AS84; Nicolaou 
2005: 256, no. 755).
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Bunch of grapes
A bunch of grapes represented as a device on Knidian stamps should be linked to the 
transport of wine. Stamps with this device occurred from Period IV through Period VI. 
In Period IV, they were used by the following:

•	 eponym Ἀσκληπιόδωρος and fabricant Θευφείδης (Θευφίδης) (Criscuolo 1982: 
110, no. 135; Jöhrens 1999: 137, no. 408), 

•	 eponym Ἀμύντας and fabricant Θευφείδης (Θευφίδης) (Jöhrens 1999: 158, 
no. 486), 

•	 eponym Εὐφραγόρας and fabricant Χαρμοκράτης (Jöhrens 1999: 167, no. 525).

In Period V, the following users of such stamps have been recorded: 
•	 eponym (damiourgos) Κυδοκλῆς and fabricant Ἀγαθῖνος (Jöhrens 1999: 171, 

no. 537), 
•	 eponym Ἐπινικίδας and fabricant Ἀθήναιος (Jöhrens 1999: 172–173, no. 543), 
•	 eponym Θαλιμβροτίδας and fabricant Μένης (Jöhrens 1999: 195, no. 630), 
•	 eponym Φίλιππος and fabricant Μένης (Jöhrens 1999: 195, no. 631), 
•	 eponym Φίλιππος and fabricant Χαρμοκράτης (Jöhrens 1999: 199, nos 649–

650).

For Period VI the recorded stamps with a bunch of grapes as the device include 
the following: 

•	 eponym Ἀγίας and fabricant Ἀπολλόδοτος (Jöhrens 1999: 208, no. 680), 
•	 eponym Ἀγίας and fabricant Ἐπίγονος (Jöhrens 1999: 219-220, no. 728), 
•	duoviri Ἀγαθοκλῆς and Ἀρτέμων (Grace 1934: 265, no. 185; Jöhrens 1999: 220, 

no. 729), associated with the eponym Ἀγίας in Period VIB (Grace 1985: 35), 
•	duoviri Ἀριστόβουλος and Μελάντας (Grace 1934: 365, no. 187; Jöhrens 1999: 

228, no. 761; Lenger 1955: 492, nos 20–21), associated with the eponym Ἕρμων 
in Period VIB (Grace 1985: 35),

•	 and also the partly damaged stamp of the eponym Ἕρμων and fabricant 
Πολύνικος (Jöhrens 1999: 227, no. 760).

Heroes and deities
Images connected with heroes and deities also hold a significant place in the iconogra-
phy of Knidian stamps. These motifs were meant to ensure that everything went well 
with the commercial transactions at hand. The trident and dolphins should presumably 
be linked with Poseidon, the thyrsos with Dionysos and the caduceus and herm with 
Hermes. 
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