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The contribution of Kraków archaeologists to excavating 
Nea Paphos, the ancient capital of Cyprus

Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka
Institute of Archaeology, Jagiellonian University, Kraków

Cyprus, Aphrodite’s island, where the goddess of love is supposed to have emerged from 
the sea according to Greek mythology, has seen much work conducted by Polish archae-
ologists over many years. Excavations are carried out by a Polish Archaeological Mission, 
established by the mentor of Polish archaeology in the Mediterranean, Kazimierz 
Michałowski, in 1965. The mission functions within the framework of the Polish Centre 
of Mediterranean Archaeology (PCMA), named after Michałowski, an independent 
department of University of Warsaw (UW). From 1966 to 2007 the mission was di-
rected by Wiktor Andrzej Daszewski, in honor of whom this volume has been prepared. 
The excavation results have been published regularly in international academic journals 

Fig. 1. � Janusz A. Ostrowski during excavations in the southern wing of the Villa of Theseus, 1968 
(Photo W. A. Daszewski)



414 Classica Orientalia

Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka

Fig. 2. � Digging in the Hellenistic House, Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka and students, 2006 field season (top), and 
members of the mission on a visit to the Paphian sanctuary of Apollo Hylates in 1984, from left: Zofia 
Sztetyłło, Wiktor Andrzej Daszewski, Jack M. Kucy, Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka, Stanisław Medeksza 
(Photos W. Jerke, top, and J.M. Kucy, bottom)
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(Bulletin de Correspondence Hellénique, Report of the Department of Antiquities Cyprus, 
études et Travaux and Polish Archaeology in the Mediterranean; for overviews of the work, 
cf. Daszewski 1985: 277–291; Daszewski, Meyza [eds] 1998). 

Team members have included researchers from Warsaw institutions: Zofia Sztetyłło, 
from the Institute of Archaeology of the University of Warsaw, Henryk Meyza, current 
head of the mission from 2008, and Barbara Lichocka, both from the Research Center 
for Mediterranean Archaeology (now Institute of Mediterranean and Oriental Cultures) 
of the Polish Academy of Sciences (PAS), Jolanta Młynarczyk, both PAS and UW, as well 
as from other academic centers in Poland: the late Stanisław Medeksza, long-standing 
architect of the mission, from the Wrocław University of Technology. Some have come 
also from abroad, like Meike Droste of Cologne, who has participated in practically 
every campaign since 1995. 

Archaeologists from Krakow connected with the Jagiellonian University (JU) have 
also played a role in the research of the Polish Archaeological Mission at Nea Paphos 
(cf. Papuci-Władyka 2008a). The cooperation between Kraków and Warsaw in this par-
ticular area was initiated by Janusz A. Ostrowski (currently a professor at the Department 
of Classical Archaeology at JU). As a young archaeologist he came to Paphos in 1968 to 
take part in the fourth excavation campaign (Michałowski 1974: 263; Daszewski 1970: 
113). At the time, the southern and western parts of the Villa of Theseus were being 
cleared and the architectural layout investigated [Fig. 1]. A long break followed until 
1984, when the present author was invited by the director of the mission to join the 
team [Fig. 2, bottom]. I participated in the 1986 campaign and have been a permanent 
team member since 1988, supervising work especially in the so-called Hellenistic and 
Early Roman Houses [Fig. 2, top], preparing pottery from the Hellenistic period for 
publication and acting as translator thanks to my knowledge of modern Greek.

My chief research interest in Paphos is the Hellenistic pottery (a somewhat ne-
glected field so far), which I have presented regularly at specialist international Meetings 
on Hellenistic Pottery organized in Greece from 1986 (Papuci-Władyka 1991; 1993; 
Peignard-Giros, Papuci-Władyka 1997). During the third Meeting in Thessaloniki in 
1991 the closed deposit from cistern W/73 was presented (Papuci-Władyka 1994) and at 
the following conference in Mytilene on Lesbos in 1994 other groups of Hellenistic pot-
tery (Papuci-Władyka 1997a). All of the Hellenistic pottery finds from the site excavated 
between 1965 and 1991 were published in 1995 (Papuci-Władyka 1995a). The ceramics 
came mainly from mixed Hellenistic–Roman layers, although there were also deposits 
from cisterns, pithoi, domestic rubbish dumps, floors and occupational levels as well 
as accumulation fill (for the most part from limited test pits), in which the Hellenistic 
pottery was not mixed with the Roman [Fig. 3, top and bottom left]. This pottery was 
separated out and classified, and in many cases also dated. Categories of ceramic mate-
rial included, apart from table pottery, plain ware, amphorae for transporting wine and 
other products, kitchen and storage vessels, comprising imported as well as locally made 
containers, either from Paphos or Cyprus in general. The quantity and variety of the 
pottery from Paphos, significantly greater than from other Cypriot Hellenistic centers, 
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Fig. 3. � Hellenistic pottery from the site: in-curved rim (or echinus) bowls, so-called Color-Coated Ware (top), 
and from cistern Str. 1/96-97: lagynos, Plain Ware, late 2nd–early 1st century BC (bottom left); cooking 
ware chytra and Eastern Sigillata A plate dated to 30 BC–AD 25/20 (Photos E. Papuci-Władyka; 
drawing M. Droste)
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such as Salamis, Amathus and Kition, reflect the position held by Nea Paphos as one of 
the most important cities on the island and the extent of its political and trade relations 
(cf. Papuci-Władyka 1995b).

Examination of the Hellenistic pottery deposits has also given insight into the 
town’s development in this period. The ceramics have helped to establish dating for 
the Hellenistic (and Early Roman) architecture, in the context of which they were 
discovered, producing data in support of some architectural theories, revising others 
(see e.g., Daszewski, Sztetyłło 1988: 196; Młynarczyk 1990: 184ff.; Medeksza 1991: 
23–24, Fig. 5) and generally facilitating a more precise phasing of the architecture — 
five instead of the previously proposed three chronological phases — as follows:
I.  Cypro-Classical Period II: before the official founding of Nea Paphos: c. 400–315 BC,
II.   Transitional Period: c. 315–280 BC,
III.  Early Hellenistic Period: c. 280–200 BC,
IV.  Mid-Hellenistic Period: c. 200–150 BC,
V.   Late Hellenistic Period: c. 150–30 BC (Papuci-Władyka 1995a: passim, especially  
    15–22; see also Papuci-Władyka 2010).

An important contribution to the study of Hellenistic ceramics from the site came 
with the discovery and exploration in 1996 and 1997 of a cistern on the spot of an ex-
pected intersection of streets 9 and A’ in an area to the east of the Early Roman House 
and east of street 9 (cf. Medeksza 1991: Fig. 5). The latest dated alterations of the ar-
chitecture here had taken place in the 7th century AD, but the underlying remains, in-
cluding a pear-shaped cistern, 3 m deep, with lateral extension, were of Hellenistic date, 
between the beginning of the second century BC and about 30 BC (the latest coin was 
of Cleopatra VII). The cistern was closed in the rule of the emperor Augustus, at which 
time it appears to have been used as a kind of oven. A cooking pot (chytra) covered by 
an Eastern Sigillata A plate, form P29 in Hayes’ classification [Fig. 3, bottom right], 
was discovered in the layer of burnt material and ash accumulated in the mouth of the 
cistern (approximately 40 cm below the edge). The form is dated precisely to 30 BC–AD 
20/25 (Hayes 1985: 13, 27, Pl. IV; Papuci-Władyka 1997b). The ceramics from this 
cistern were presented during a conference to celebrate the centenary of Mediterranean 
archaeology in Kraków in 1998 (Meyza, Papuci-Władyka 1999) as well as by the present 
author at the eighth conference dealing with Hellenistic pottery at Ioannina in Greece 
in 2009.

The results of research carried out on Hellenistic pottery from Paphos have been 
presented on many occasions at various national and international fora: at the sitting of 
the Polish Academy of Sciences in Kraków, at the second ceramic workshop in Nieborów, 
at the 5th Scientific Meeting on Hellenistic Pottery in Chania (Crete) in 1997 and at 
the third and fourth Cypriot Study Congresses in Nicosia in 1996 and 2008 (Papuci-
Władyka 1993; 1995c; 2000a; 2000b; forthcoming; see also Papuci-Władyka 1998). 
The present author has also co-authored excavation reports and other research from 
Paphos (Daszewski et alii 2004; 2007; 2008; Papuci-Władyka 2008b).



418 Classica Orientalia

Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka

In 2005, Grzegorz Łaczek, a doctoral candidate supervised by Professor 
J.A. Ostrowski, joined the team. He also took part in the campaign the following year, 
during which W.A. Daszewski entrusted him with the examination and preparation 
for publication of bone objects discovered during Polish excavations in Nea Paphos. 
Wojciech Machowski [Fig. 5], lecturer at the Classical Archaeology Department of the 
Institute of Archaeology at UJ, participated first in the rescue excavation campaign in 
the spring of 2007, preceding the roofing project being prepared to shelter mosaics dis-
covered in the Polish concession; he returned in the autumn of that year for the fall 
campaign of excavations. 

Students of the JU Institute of Archaeology are also involved in the work of the 
mission, gaining an excellent opportunity to train in archaeology on a Graeco-Roman 
site [Fig. 4; since 1993 students from Kraków have worked alongside students from 
Warsaw and Wrocław (and other academic centers as well on occasion) doing on-site 
work, which constitutes an integral part of their archaeological education. Those who 
have participated thus far are as follows (in alphabetical order): M. Bartoszek, M. Baster, 
G. Bąkowska, T.  Błaut, S. Borowicz, M. Budzanowski, A. Dobosz, A. Fedorowicz, 
A.  Fulińska, K.  Gazda, U. Gorczyca, D. Gorzelany, E. Knapik, P. Kołodziejczyk, 
K.  Kopij, A. Kubala, K. Lach, M. Lemiesz, A. Marczewska, E. Marzec, P. Musiela, 
K.  Nocoń, E.  Nowak, P. Oczko, A. Przychodni, A. Rauba-Bukowska, K. Rosińska-
Stochaj,  E. Smagur, T. Stachura, S. Stelmach, P. Surówka, R. Tańcula and T. Witczak]. 

Among these students there are those who have taken part in more than just one cam-
paign and have become integrally involved with the research. Agata Dobosz [Fig. 6] has 
taken part in the excavations since 2006 (cf. Dobosz, Baster 2008) and holds a Master’s 
degree from Jagiellonian University in both archaeology and classical philology. In 2007 
she joined the team to publish amphora stamps from the site, hand-picked for the task 
by her mentor, irrefutably a leading specialist in the field, Prof. Zofia Sztetyłło, who has 

Fig. 4. � Afternoon lecture on Hellenistic pottery for 
students participating in excavations, 2006 
season (Photo W. Jerke)

Fig. 5. � Wojciech Machowski in the 2007 season 
(Photo S. Stelmach)
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published all the stamps recorded from the Polish excavations in Paphos before 2006. 
Dobosz is fast making a name for herself as a ceramic epigrapher, combining a solid 
command of excavation and research techniques. She has presented her work, among 
others, at the prestigious international conference organized by the French School at 
Athens (one of the oldest archaeological institutes in Greece) in February 2010. Her 
paper concerned the torch emblem on Rhodian stamps in connection with the cult of 

Fig. 6. � Agata Dobosz, study season in 2010 (left); Knidos amphora with duoviri stamps, from cistern Str. 1/96-
97, late 2nd-early 1st century BC according to Z. Sztetyłło (Photo E. Papuci-Władyka)

Fig. 7. � Edyta Marzec, study campaign 2009; Hellenistic unguentaria, Plain Ware, 2nd century BC (Photo 
K. Rosińska-Balik; Photo E. Papuci-Władyka)
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Fig. 8. � Opening of the exhibition celebrating 40 years of Polish archaeological excavations in Paphos, Gallery 
at the Paphos Archaeological Park, September 2007 (top); Ewdoksia Papuci-Władyka speaking at the 
accompanying conference, on display in the foreground special certificates awarded core members of the 
team (bottom left); Wiktor A. Daszewski (first from right) receiving a special certificate from Paphos 
notable Andreas Sotiriadis (Photos W. Jerke)
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Helios, the island’s patron, as well as other cults; stamps from the Mission’s excavations 
served as a starting point for this study (Dobosz forthcoming a). She has also presented 
another paper on more than 100 stamps from the 2007–2009 seasons, emphasizing the 
rare examples (Dobosz forthcoming b). Hellenistic amphorae [Fig. 6, right], uncovered 
by the mission and charged to Dobosz for publication by the present director Henryk 
Meyza, combined with issues of ceramic epigraphy, will constitute the base of her doc-
toral research (under the present author’s academic supervision) into trade relations of 
Hellenistic Cyprus based on transport containers, both local and imported of which 
there are greatly superior numbers, and their stamps.

Edyta Marzec [Fig. 7], who participated in excavation and study campaigns 
in Paphos in 2007–2010, prepared her Master’s thesis under the supervision of the 
present author, focusing on Cypriot Hellenistic-period ceramic containers used main-
ly to store perfume and oils [Fig. 7, left], based on material excavated after 1998 (cf. 
Papuci-Władyka 1995a: 66–68; Marzec forthcoming a; see also Marzec forthcoming b). 
Similarly, Łukasz Miszk, who participated in the 2007 and 2008 campaigns, has studied 
loom weights discovered in Paphos for his Master’s thesis. 

In 2007 the mission — and the Paphians, too — celebrated forty years of Polish 
excavations in Paphos under the direction of Wiktor A. Daszewski [Fig. 8]. City mayor 
Savvas Vergas and the Society of Nature Lovers directed by Andreas Sotiriadis organized 
a photographic exhibition devoted to the excavations. The exhibition, made up mostly 
of W.A. Daszewski’s own photos, was later shown in Warsaw at the University Gallery 
in the Kazimierzowski Palace, on 2–30 June 2008. A conference accompanied the event 
in Paphos. At the request of the organizers, the present author gave a presentation in 
Greek, discussing the team’s achievements over the years and a characteristic of the long-
standing archaeological director. Special certificates were awarded by the Paphos munici-
pal authorities in recognition of the team’s contribution to research on the ancient city 
of Nea Paphos.

The contribution of Kraków archaeologists to research on the Hellenistic and Roman 
city of Nea Paphos is extensive and noteworthy, all the more reason why it, and the con-
tribution of Wrocław architects as well, should have been noted in a recent popular pres-
entation of the excavations in Paphos by the present director (Meyza, Markowska 2008). 

Closing these remarks I would like to announce that the Department of Classical 
Archaeology of the Institute of Archaeology of Jagiellonian University has launched 
a new archaeological project in Paphos under the direction of the present author. The 
Paphos Agora Project (www.paphos-agora.eu, see Papuci-Władyka 2011) aims to study 
the ancient agora of Nea Paphos. Earlier excavations, conducted in 1975–1978 by 
K. Nikolaou, had located and partly investigated the Roman Agora of the town in front 
of the Odeon. Both epigraphic and archaeological sources have suggested that the main 
town square of the Roman city was built over the Hellenistic one. During the first season 
in 2011, preliminary geophysical research was carried out during the first week, followed 
by regular excavations of two trenches, one in the central part of the Roman Agora and 
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close to the central part of the east portico. Architectural remains of walls, floors, drain-
age system and two cisterns were discovered, representing in all likelihood three chrono-
logical phases: Hellenistic, Early Roman and Late Roman. The material uncovered dur-
ing the excavations consisted primarily of pottery dating to the Roman period, but there 
were also fragments from the Byzantine and Hellenistic eras as well. Other important 
finds included bronze, iron, lead, glass and terracotta objects and an Egyptianizing amu-
let with a magic inscription in Greek alphabet.

The combined effort of Polish scholars in Cyprus continues, bringing ever new dis-
coveries and contributing to our knowledge of ancient Nea Paphos.
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