Glass medallion in the shape of a lion’s head mask
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The collection of glass vessel fragments from the excavations at Kom el-Dikka spans
a period from Hellenistic to Mamluk times and abounds in a variety of forms, tech-
niques and colors and ranging from everyday use to the heights of artistic achievement
and luxury (Rodziewicz 1984: 239-243, 347, Pls 72-74, Fig. 348; Weinberg 1977,
133-136; Kucharczyk 2004; 2005; 2007; 2009; 2010). Vessels with applied elements are
a distinctive category of Roman glasses. The repertoire of these appliqués is considerable:
colored glass trails, blobs of deep colored glass, but also glass medallions. To date, the
archaeological excavations in Alexandria have yielded three medallions with theatrical
masks (reg. nos SM/1515/70, W1/3053/78, W1/3455/80) and three with a lion’s head
symbolizing strength and power (reg. nos R/1669/71, W1/3199/79, W1/3614/81).

The medallion presented here is yet another lion’s head image (reg. no. 6.10.07)
[ , top]. It was found in 2007, in the fill of a trench dug in the Early Islamic period
to salvage building material from a big wall lining the west side of street R4 (Rodziewicz
1984: 260). In Late Antiquity, this wall separated a complex of public buildings from
a dwelling district located further to the east. The context contained a mixed assemblage,
extending from Late Roman to Early Islamic times, but the medallion can be dated on
other grounds to the Late Roman period in general.

The other medallions from the Kom el-Dikka excavations share this problem of
uncertain chronology, since only two were discovered in stratigraphically dated contexts.
A lion’s-head mask (R/1669/71) can be assigned to the early 3rd century at the latest
(it was found together with a fragment that is interpreted as a lid for a cylindrical pyxis
with a gilded figure of a cupid: Weinberg 1977: 133-1306). In turn, one of the theatrical
masks (SM/1515/70) came from a test pit in the theater area, from layers dated to Late
Antiquity.

In any case, the dating of medallions as such is made even more difficult by the
fact that they remained in use for long periods of time, quite a few of them being ap-
parently preserved for secondary purposes, possibly as keepsakes or amulets, after the
vessels which they had decorated had been broken (Isings 1971: 36, No. 115, found in
a sarcophagus from the end of the 2nd or early 3rd century at Stein).

The medallion from Kom el-Dikka bearing a frontal lion’s-head mask in high relief
(max. height 2.2 cm) is roughly circular (max. diam. 3.7 cm). Prominent eyes, half-open
muzzle and locks of the mane add to the realistic treatment of the relief. The appliqué

277



278

Renata Kucharczyk

was formed by pressing a decorated mold into a thick disc of glass, then applying it to
the body of the jug, thus creating a prominent circular bulge on the inner surface of the
vessel where the medallion was applied. The vessel wall, merely 1 mm thick, can still be
observed at the back. Both the medallion and the vessel it decorated were made of dark
green glass. It now looks as if it were entirely black with some areas of iridescence.

It is not possible to say anything precise about the form of the vessel to which the
medallion was once attached. It may have been either a globular or conical handled jug,
or bulbous flagon with the medallion being a decorative, lower terminal for a handle
(Isings 1957: probably similar to Forms 13 and 52b or 120b, d).The more durable han-
dle attachments were more likely to survive than the thinner vessel.

Iy

Fig. 1. Glass lion’s head medallions: from Kom el-Dikka (PCMA UW excavations, reg. no. 6.10.07), top, and
from Ptolemais, Libya (University of Warsaw excavations, reg. no. G/078/05) (Drawing E. Kulicka and
M. Momot; digitizing M. Momot)
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All the medallions found on Kom el-Dikka appear to have been made in Egyptian
workshops. It should be noted at this point that molded decorative attachments repre-
senting various subjects are traditionally dubbed of “Egyptian origin”. The number of
finds from Egypt can be cited in confirmation of this attribution. Beside the said medal-
lions from Kom el-Dikka, there are 25 unpublished examples in the collection of the
Graeco-Roman Museum in Alexandria. Another two medallions are held in the Museum
in Ismailia, four come from Douch and one from Kellia (Arveiller-Dulong, Nenna 2001:
430). Published medallions include eight pieces from the Egyptian Museum in Cairo
(Edgar 1905: nos 32762-32770, theater masks and one lion’s mask). Single examples of
medallions with theatrical masks are also known from Saqqara (Smith and Jeffreys 1977:
25, PL. IV,4) and Oxyrhynchus (Cooney 1976: 157, No. 1827). The appliqués with
a female head had been recently excavated at Medinet Madi (Silvano 2007: 222-223,
Figs 1-2) and in the Basilica in Marea (reg. no. MA 77/09).

Medallions with lion’s heads have been found at el-Hibeh (Le vie del vetro 1988:
106, No. 31), Fayum (Hayes 1975: 144, Nos 605, 606, the latter probably found in
Palestine) and Pelusium (Bonnet ez alii 2007: 269, Fig. 7).

Interestingly, medallions with lion’s heads in museum collections outside Egypt
are also traditionally ascribed to Egyptian workshops: Athens (Clairmont 1977: 11-12,
Pls I1:37, I11:38; Weinberg, Stern 2009: 108, Pl. 24:269), Corinth (Davidson 1952: 98,
PL. 54, No. 618), the Louvre (Arveiller-Dulong, Nenna 2005: 438-439, Nos 1221—
1226); Corning Museum of Glass (Whitehouse 2001: 233-234, Nos 814-816).To this
list one can add also a jug with spiral grooving and a lion’s-head mask under the handle
from the Hermitage, found in the Black Sea area (Kunina 1997: 288, No. 175a-b).
The mask from the National Museum in Warsaw is unprovenanced (Filarska 1962:
82, PL. XXII, No. 77). An Egyptian manufacturer is also indicated for a unique lion’s-
head mask in the Freer Gallery in Washington, which is made of brownish-red opaque
glass with yellowish markings in apparent imitation of marble (Ancient Glass 1962: 21,
Fig. 59).

The lion’s-head masks all depict the same subject, but they are widely different in
style and quality of the image. The nearest parallels in terms of these criteria for the mask
from Alexandria are the objects from Pelusium (Bonnet ez a/ii 2007: 269, Fig. 7) and
from Ptolemais (reg. no. G/078/05, dated by accompanying finds of coins from the 4th
century) [ , bottom]. On all three medallions the lion’s heads are highly distinct and
elaborate in detailing prominent animal features. The crispness of these elements could
indicate a metal mold.

Frontal lion’s-head masks on vessels found in the East were usually handle attach-
ments, while those on vessels from the West adorned the walls. This is the case of a jar
with ovoid body from Reims, where the medallions were applied in three horizontal rows
(Isings 1964: 60-61, Fig. 2; see also Fig. 1 for a similar arrangement of the decoration
on a large jar of the same shape from Cuyk (Northern Brabant), decorated with twelve
female-head masks). A deep bowl from Hgjvang, Denmark, has two lion’s masks applied
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on the body of the vessel at mid-height on opposite sides (Isings 1964: 61, Figs 3—4). All
these vessels can be dated to the 3rd—4th century and their findspots could indicate that
they are of western, perhaps Gaulish origin. On a hemispherical bowl or lamp from the
Corning Museum of Glass the three lion-head applications were fastened between three
looped handles with trailed ends (Acquisitions 1962: No. 14, 4th century). An elegant
cast vase on a stem with two lion masks applied opposite to each other below the vessel
shoulder is a unique piece (Museum News 1961: 34-35).

The actual decorating of glass vessels with applied medallions in the Late Roman pe-
riod is not a novel idea and should be seen as no more than a continuation of a tradition
established in Imperial times (Isings 1964: 62, especially notes 18 and 19 with references
for glass appliqués from this period). The range of subjects, however, was different in the
earlier period. Images of Bacchus, Silenus, Eros and Medusa were quite numerous (Edgar
1905: 77-78, 32767, 32769-32770; Filarska 1962: 82, No. 76, 78; Berger 1960: 41,
PL 6, Nos 90-93; Hayes 1975: 144, Nos 607a-b, 608; Clairmont 1977: 12, PL. I11:41;
Price 1995: 183-183, No. 111; Foy, Nenna 2001: 90, No. 107; Arveiller-Dulong, Nenna
2005: 48, Nos 53-56, 65, Nos 57-58; Harden 1987: 118-119, Nos 50-51; Foy, Nenna
2001: 88, 125, No. 102). It is worth mentioning that the Portland Vase and other cameo
vessels from the early Empire period also display similar cut masks beneath the handles
and on the body, as well as on the interior (Harden ez alii 1987: 58-65, 68-69, nos
29 and 31; Whitehouse 1991: 19-20, Fig. 5). Other subjects, such as theater masks,
tragic as well as comic ones, were also attested (Edgar 1905: 77-78, Nos 32762-32766;
Filarska 1962: 81, Nos 73—74; Masterpieces 1968: 60, no. 75; von Saldern ez alii 1974:
194, No. 531; Auth 1976: 107, No. 123; Clairmont 1977: PL. 1I1:39; Arveiller-Dulong,
Nenna 2005: 47, Nos 51-52 and 440, Nos 1227—-1234). There are also medallions with
several types of male and female heads (Filarska 1957: 81, No. 75; Saldern 1980: 32-33,
No. 217, Zeus? Ares?; Clairmont 1977: 12, Pls I1:39, 111:40; Bucovala 1984: 62-63, Fig.
8; Sennequeir 1986: 13, No. 4; Harden et a/ii 1987: 204-205, No. 113, exceptional
hanging bowl with six female-head applied medallions and additionally cut decoration,
first half of the fourth century; Cool and Price 1995: 118-120, Nos 868-870 and ref-
erences to British sites where medallions with head masks have been recorded). Quite
rare are medallions with representations of Kybele and the Sirens (Filarska 1962: 82-83,
Nos 79, 82), as well as rosettes (Harden 1936: 304, Pl. XX11:992; Ray Winfield Smith
Collection 1957: 159, No. 326; Filarska 1962: 83-84, Nos 84—85). Medallions with
a child’s head also occur (Fitzwilliam Museum 1978: 36-37, No. 65a).

A vessel of particular beauty is one splendidly decorated with pre-formed ornamen-
tal motifs including birds, flowers, and shells, fish, turtles, dolphins, and other sea crea-
tures. Vessels with marine elements dated to the 4th century used to be attributed to the
important glasshouses of Cologne (Acquisitions 1965: No. 6, beaker with sea-creatures;
Harden et alii 1987: 256, No. 145: dolphin cup; Doppelfeld 1959: 152-165, shells;
Fremersdorf 1959: 62-65, Pls 82-83, fancy shaped flask with shells; Kimpfer 1966:
No. 40, fluted beaker on stem with shells). To this list one can add the goblet with blue
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and colorless shells from Limburg (Isings 1971: 18, No. 47) and colorless shells from
Trier (Goethert-Polaschek 1977: 63-64, Pl. 40, No. 241) and Rome (Foy, Nenna 2001:
89, Nos 103-104). In some cases, mould-pressed shells adorned also the handle ends of
trullae or handle decorations on pseudo-diatrera (Fremersdorf 1959: 12; Doppelfeld
1959: 162).

Medallions with imaged heads of emperors form a specific group among the deco-
rated medallions found on Early Roman glass vessels. Such medallions with images of
Marcus Aurelius and Commodus adorn the fluted goblets from Arles (Foy, Piton 1997:
11-22, end of 2nd century AD; other medallions depict Apollo or a young, idealized
athlete: Fig. 4) and from Marseilles (Foy, Nenna 2001: 90, No. 106, second half of 2nd—
beginning of 3rd century). The two medallions from the National Museum in Warsaw
with female heads in profile possibly represent women from imperial families (Filarska
1962: 82-83, No. 80, Faustina the Elder?, No. 82, similar to portrait heads from the
Sever family). Imitations of coins in glass were also used to decorate vessels (Fremersdorf
1959: PL. 112).

Glass medallions appear not only on a variety of jugs and flagons. They can also
be found below the U-shaped handles of glass cinerary urns reported from Dyrrachium
(Albania) and Campania (Masterpieces 1968: No. 75). Different types of masks were not
restricted to the decoration of glass vessels alone. The medallions at the base of handles
on globular and conical glass jugs and flagons most probably copy the decoration on
terra sigillata (Garbsch 1982: Nos 1, 11, 17, 21:rosettes, fish) and metalware of the 1st
century AD (Massabo 2007: 103, 105, 109, bronze vessels with female masks and that
of Satyrus from the vicinity of Vesuvius).

Although decorating glass vessels with applied disks of glass was a favorite method
of ornamentation in the Roman era, it was also practiced in later periods. This tech-
nique was especially popular during the late Sassanian and Early Islamic period. While
the method of decoration of the vessels from this time is based on Roman prototypes,
the motifs are distinctly different. They include female figures, petal rosettes, plants,
birds, horsemen and winged horses. These appliqués occur on various types of vessels
such as vases (Dimand 1937: 207-208: a bird or a rooster and warriors on horseback;
Carboni and Whitehouse 2001: 115-116, No. 43, birds; and more parallels), bowls
(Kidmpfer 1966: No. 52, winged horses; Hadad 2005: 22, Pl. 4, Nos 90-91, stylized
flowers and dragon-peacock, and references for similar depictions on glass; Gawlikowska
2009: 31-33, Fig. 1A and Fig. 2, two roundels with birds, apparently from bowls, and
bibliography for other vessels from various collections with similar representations; Ray
Winfield Smith Collection 1957: Nos 387-388, medallions with a human face as well as
Pegasus, birds, horned quadrupeds and horses) as well as on jars (Acquisitions 1961: 43,
birds-peacocks?).

One unique find from Sassanian times is a male molded mask from Qasr-i Abu
Nasr (Old Shiraz), which appears to correspond to an Early Roman tradition related to
a type of head mask (Whitecomb 1985: 155, Fig. 59¢ and other parallels to similar finds
from Iran).
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As a point of interest, during the Early Islamic period glass medallions were applied
not only on vessels, but they were fitted to architectural decoration. The colorful im-
pressed medallions from the al-Sabah Collection with various motifs (for example, he-
raldic eagles, falconers, elephants, sphinxes and lions, and multi-petaled flower rosettes)
in all probability have been set into stained-glass windows of Ghaznavid and Ghurid
palaces in Afghanistan (Carboni 2001: 262, 272-283, cat. 73a—s: 12th century).

Acknowledgments

I am grateful to the Late Prof. Hanna Szymarnska for information on the medallion
from the basilica in Marea. I would also like to thank Dr George Yacoub, head of the
Laboratory of Archaeological Research in Libya — Ptolemais, Institute of Archaeology,
University of Warsaw, for permission to publish the object from Ptolemais.

References

Acquisitions

1962 Recent Important Acquisitions, /GS 4, 139-149

1965 Recent Important Acquisitions, /GS 7, 121-133

Arveiller-Dulong, V., Nenna, M.-D. (eds)

2005 Les verres antiques du Musée du Louvre 11. Vaisselle et contenants du I siécle au début
du VII siécle aprés ].-C, Paris: Musée du Louvre Ed.

Auth, S.

1976 Ancient Glass at the Newark Museum, New Jersey: The Newark Museum

Berger, L.

1960 Romische Gliser aus Vindonissa, Basel: Birkhduser Verlag

Bonnet, C., Carrez-Maratray, J.-Y., Abd el-Samie, M., el-Tabaie, A., Delahaye, F., Dixneuf, D.

2007 Les fouilles archéologiques de Farama 4 Peluse (Egypte-Nord Sinai) en 2007, Genava
55, 247-269

Bucovali, M.

1984 Roman glass vessels discovered in Dobrudja, /GS 26, 59-63

Carboni, S.

2001 Glass from Islamic Lands, London: Thames and Hudson in association with the

al-Sabbah Collection, Dar al-Athar al-Islamiyyah, Kuwait National Museum
Clairmont, C.W.

1977 Benaki Museum: Catalogue of Ancient and Islamic Glass, Athens: Benaki Museum
Cool, H.E.M., Price, J.
1995 Roman Vessel Glass from Excavations in Colchester, 1971-85 [=Colchester Archaeological

Reports 8], Colchester: Colchester Archaeological Trust



Glass medallion in the shape of a lion’s head mask

Corning Museum of Glass

1957 Glass from the Ancient World: The Ray Winfield Smith Collection. A Special Exhibition,
Corning, NY: The Corning Museum of Glass

Davidson, G.R.

1952 Corinth X11. The Minor Objects, Princeton, NJ: American School of Classical Studies
at Athens

Dimand, M.S.

1937 A Syrian glass vase, The Metropolitan Museum of Art Bulletin 32/9, 207-208

Doppelfeld, O.

1959 Der Muschelpokal von Kéln, Bonner Jabrbiicher 159, 152165

Edgar, C.C.

1905 Graeco-Egyptian Glass [=Catalogue général des antiquités égyptiennes du Musée du
Cuire 22], Cairo: IFAO

Filarska, B.

1962 Szkia starozytne. Starozytne ozdoby i element dekoracji w szkle, Warszawa: Muzeum

Narodowe w Warszawie
Foy, D., Nenna, M.-D.

2001 Tout feu, tout sable. Mille ans de verre antique dans le Midi de la France, Marseille:
Musées de Marseille

Foy, D., Piton, J.

1997 La coupe de l'aurige du cirque d’Atles, /GS 39, 11-22

Freer Gallery of Art

1962 Ancient Glass in the Freer Gallery of Art [=Smithsonian publication 4509], Washington,

D.C.: Smithsonian Institution

Fremersdorf, F.
1959 Die Denkmiler des ramischen Kioln V. Romische Gliser mit Fadenauflage in Koln
(Schlangenfadengliser und Verwandtes), Koln: Verlag Der Lowe Reykers

Fitzwilliam Museum

1978 Glass at the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
Garbsch, J.
1982 Terra Sigillata. Ein Weltreich im Spiegel seines Luxusgeschirrs. Einfiibrung und Katalog

[=Ausstellungskataloge der Pribistorischen Staatssammlung 10], Miinchen: Prihisto-
rische Staatssammlung

Gawlikowska, K.

2009 Birds on Sasanian glass [in:] O. Drewnowska (ed.), Here and There. Across the Ancient
Near East. Studies in Honor of Krystyna Eyczkowska, Warszawa: Wydawnictwo Agade,
31-43

Goethert-Polaschek, K.

1977 Katalog der romischen Gliser des Rheinischen Landesmuseums Trier [= Trierer Grabungen

und Forschungen 9], Mainz am Rhein: Philipp von Zabern

283



284

Renata Kucharczyk

Hadad, S.

2005 Islamic Glass Vessels from the Hebrew University Excavations at Bet Shean [=Qedem
Reports 8; Excavations at Bet Shean 2], Jerusalem: Institute of Archaeology, Hebrew
University

Harden, D.B., Painter, K.S., Pinder-Wilson, R.H., Tait, H. (eds)

1968 Masterpieces of Glass: A Selection, London: Trustees of the British Museum

Harden, D.B., Hellenkemper, H., Painter, K., Whitehouse, D.

1987 Glass of the Caesars [exposition catalogue], Milan: Olivetti

Hayes, J.W.

1975 Roman and Pre-Roman Glass in the Royal Ontario Museum, A Catalogue, Toronto:
The Royal Ontario Museum

Isings, C.

1957 Roman Glass From Dated Finds [=Archacologica Traiectina 2], Groningen—Djakarta:
Wolters

1964 A fourth century glass jar with applied mask, /GS 6, 59-63

Kiampfer, F.

1966 Viertausend Jahre Glas, Dresden: Verlag der Kunst

Kucharczyk, R.

2004 Two Roman toilet bottles from Kom el-Dikka, PAM 15 (Reports 2003), 43—45

2005 Islamic glass from the auditoria on Kom el-Dikka in Alexandria, PAM 16 (Reports
2004), 31-41

2007 Late Roman/Early Byzantine glass from the auditoria on Kom el-Dikka in Alexandria,
PAM 17 (Reports 2005), 4553

2009 Islamic scratch-engraved glass from Alexandria (Kom el-Dikka), /GS 51, 40-52

2010 Glass from Area F on Kom el-Dikka (Alexandria), PAM 19 (Reports 2007), 5670

Kunina, N.

1997 Ancient Glass in the Hermitage Collection, St. Petersburg: The State Hermitage, ARS
Publishers

Le vie del vetro

1988 Le vie del vetro, Egitto ¢ Sudan. Convegno, mostra, Pisa, 28 Maggio—12 Giugno 1988,

Pisa: Giardini Editori e Stampatori
Massabo, B. (ed.)

2007 Magiche Trasparenze. I vetri dell antica Albingaunum. Guida alla mostra, Garbagnate
Milanese: Anthelios

Museum News

1961 Museum News, The Toledo Museum of Art, New Series 4/2

Nenna, M.-D.

2003 Verres gravés d’Egypte du I* au V' siécle ap. J.-C. [in:] D. Foy, M.-D. Nenna (eds),

Echanges et commerce du verre dans le monde antique. Actes du colloque de I'Asso-
ciation frangaise pour larchéologie du verre, Aix-en-Provence et Marseille, 7-9 juin
2001 [=Monographies Instrumentum 24], Montagnac: Editions Monique Mergoil,
359-375



Glass medallion in the shape of a lion’s head mask

Price, J.
1995 Glass vessels [in:] H.W. Manning, J. Price, ]. Webster (eds), The Roman Small Finds,
Cardiff: University of Wales Press, 139-191

Rodziewicz, M.
1984 Les habitations romaines tardive d’Alexandrie & la lumiére des fouilles polonaises & Kom
el-Difkka [=Alexandrie 3], Varsovie: PWN

(von) Saldern, A.
1980 Ancient and Byzantine Glass from Sardis [=Archacological Exploration of Sardis
Monaographs 6], Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press

(von) Saldern, A., Nolte, B., La Baume, P., Haeverick, T.E.
1974 Gliser der Antike: Sammlung Erwin Oppenlinder [exhibition catalogue], Mainz am
Rhein: Philipp von Zabern

Sennequier, G.
1986 Un certain Amarantus (ou Amaranthus?), verrier installé en Bourgogne au I siecle
de notre ére, /GS 28, 11-18

Silvano, F.

2009 Roman glass from the Fayum Oasis, Egypt [in:] K. Janssens ez alii (eds), Annales
du 17e Congrés de [’Association Internationale pour I'Histoire du Verre, Antwerp:
University Press Antwerp, 222-226

Smith, H.S., Jeffreys, D.G.

1977 The Sacred Animal Necropolis, North Saqqara: 1975/6, JEA 63, 20-28
Weinberg, G.D.

1987 Gilded glass from Alexandria, /GS 29, 133-136

Weinberg, G.D., Stern, E.M.
2009 Vessel Glass [=Athenian Agora 34], Princeton, NJ: American School of Classical
Studies at Athens

Whitcomb, D.S.

1985 Before the Roses and Nightingales. Excavations ar Qasr-i Abu Nasr, Old Shiraz, New
York: Metropolitan Museum of Art

Whitehouse, D.

1991 Cameo glass [in:] M. Newby, K. Painter (eds), Roman Glass: Two Centuries of Art

and Invention [=Society of Antiquaries of London Occasional Papers 13], London:
Society of Antiquaries of London, 19-32

2001 Roman Glass in The Corning Museum of Glass 11, Corning, NY: The Corning
Museum of Glass

285






ABBREVIATIONS

AA
AAAS
ABSA
AJA
APF
ASAE
BAAL
BABesch
BCH
BdE
BEFAR
BIFAO
BSFE
CCE
CCEC
CAE
CRAI
CSEL
EtTrav
GM
GRBS
1E]
JbAC
JEA
JGS
JHS
Jr
JRA
JRS
KHKM
LIMC
MDAIA
MDAIK
MEFRA
MIFAO
NC
NumAntCl
OLA
PAM
RACrist
RBK

Archiologischer Anzeiger, Berlin

Annales archéologiques arabes de Syrie, Damas

Annual of the British School of Athens, London

American Journal of Archaeology, New York

Archiv fiir Papyrusforschung und verwandte Gebiete, Leipzig, Stuttgart
Annales du Service des Antiquités de I'Egypte, Le Caire

Bulletin d’Archéologie et d’Architecture Libanaises, Beirut

Bulletin antieke Beschaving, Louvain

Bulletin de correspondance hellénique, Paris

Bibliothéque d’étude, Le Caire

Bibliothéque des Ecoles frangaises d’Athénes et de Rome, Rome, Paris
Bulletin de Ulnstitut francais d'archéologie orientale, Le Caire

Bulletin de la Société frangaise d’égyptologie, Paris

Cabhiers de la céramique égyptienne, Le Caire

Cabiers du Centre d’études chypriotes, Nanterre

Chronique d’Egypte, Bruxelles

Comptes rendus de I'Académie des inscriptions et belles-lettres, Paris
Corpus Scriptorum Ecclesiasticorum Latinorum, Vienna

Ertudes et travaux, Varsovie

Gottinger Miszellen, Gottingen

Greek, Roman and Byzantine Studies, Durham, NC

Israel Exploration Journal, Jerusalem

Jabrbuch fiir Antike und Christentum

Journal of Egyptian Archaeology, London

Journal of Glass Studlies, New York

Journal of Hellenic Studies, London

Journal of Juristic Papyrology, Warsaw

Journal of Roman Archaeology, Ann Arbor, M1

Journal of Roman Studies, London

Kwartalnik Historii Kultury Materialnej, Warszawa

Lexicon iconographicum mythologiae classicae, Zurich

Mitteilungen des deutschen archiologischen Instituts, Athenische Abteilung, Berlin
Mitteilungen des deutschen archiologischen Instituts, Abeilung Kairo, Wiesbaden
Meélanges d'archéologie et d'histoire de I'Ecole francaise de Rome. Antiquité, Paris
Mémoires publiés par les membres de Ulnstitut francais d'archéologie orientale, Le Caire
Numismatic Chronicie, London

Numismatica e antichiti classiche, Logano

Orientalia Lovaniensia analecta, Louvain

Polish Archaeology in the Mediterranean, Warsaw

Rivista di archeologia cristiana, Cité du Vatican

Reallexikon zur byzantinischen Kunst, Stuttgart



10

Abbreviations

RDAC
RAE
REPPAL

RMNW
RSO
RTAM
RTAM
SAAC
VetChr
ZPE

DACL
LCT

RealEnc

Report of the Department of Antiquities, Cyprus, Nicosia

Revue d'égyptologie, Paris, Louvain

Revue du centre détudes de la civilisation phénicienne-punique et des antiquités
libyques

Rocznik Muzeum Narodowego w Warszawie, Warszawa

Rivista degli studi orientali, Roma

Recherches de théologie ancienne er médiévale, Gembloux

Recherches de théologie ancienne er médiévale, Gembloux, Louvain

Studies in Ancient Art and Civilization, Krakéw

Vetera christianorum, Bari

Zeitschrift fiir Papyrologie und Epigraphik, Bonn

X X X

E Cabrol, H. Leclercq, Dictionnaire d'archéologie chrétienne et de liturgie, Paris,
1907-1953

E. Kirschbaum, W. Braunfels (eds), Lexikon der christlichen Ikonographie, Rom:
Herder, 1968-1976

A. Pauly, G. Wissowa, W. Kroll, K. Mittelhaus, Real-Encyclopéidie der classischen
Altertumswissenschaft, Stuttgart—Miinich, 1893-1980



CLASSICA ORIENTALIA






CLASSICA ORIENTALIA

Essays Presented to
Wiktor Andrzej Daszewski
on his 75th Birthday

Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology
University of Warsaw

Wydawnictwo DiG



Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology University of Warsaw

Editorial Board
Piotr Bieliriski, Krzysztof M. Cialowicz, Wiktor Andrzej Daszewski,
Michat Gawlikowski, Wtodzimierz Godlewski, Karol Mysliwiec

International Advisory Board
Jean Charles Balty, Charles Bonnet, Giorgio Bucellatt,
Stan Hendrickx, Johanna Holaubek

Reviewed independently for publication.
PCMA Publications Managing Editor: Iwona Zych

Editors: Henryk Meyza, Iwona Zych

Language consultation and proofreading: Katarzyna Bartkiewicz (French and Italian),
Iwona Zych (English and Polish)

Editorial assistance: Agnieszka Szymczak, Aleksandra Zych

Image processing: Ewa Czyzewska

Cover design: Lukasz Rutkowski

Chapter vignettes: Krzysztof Kaminski

Photo on page 2: Artur Blaszczyk

Cover: Head of the god Aion from a Roman mosaic from Nea Paphos, 4th century AD

IFAO-Grec Unicode font for ancient Greek kindly provided by the IFAO, Cairo.
(www.ifao.egnet.net)

The Editors have made every effort to establish publishing rights to images reproduced
from scientific publications and to obtain proper permission. We regret any omission
that may have occurred.

ISBN 978-83-7181-721-2

© Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology, University of Warsaw 2011
© Wydawnictwo DiG 2011

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or
by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information
storage or retrieval system, without permission in writing from the copyright holders

Polish Centre of Mediterranean Archaeology, University of Warsaw
ul. Nowy Swiat 4, 00-497 Warszawa, Poland, e-mail: pcma@uw.edu.pl

www.pcma.uw.edu.pl

Wydawnictwo DiG, 01-524 Warszawa, al. Wojska Polskiego 4, Poland,
tel./fax: (0-22) 839 08 38, e—mail: biuro@dig.pl; http://www.dig.pl

Printed in Poland



TABULA GRATULATORIA

Ahmed Abd El-Fattah
Andreas Ataliotis
Marek Baranski
Leonard Bartnik
Mirostaw Barwik
Kamila Baturo
Kazimierz Bielenia
Dorota Bielifiska
Michat Bieniada

Artur Blaszezyk
Kazimierz Blaszczyk
Sebastian Borowicz
Benedetto Bravo
Aleksandra Brzozowska
Mikotaj Budzanowski
Mariusz Burdajewicz
Halina Chtodnicka-Zarska
Marek Chlodnicki
Kirzysztof Ciatowicz
Andrzej Cwiek

Anna Dagnan Ginter
Piotr Dabrowski
Tomasz Derda

Yiorgos Dimitriadis
Agata Dobosz

Monika Dolifiska
Zbigniew Doliriski
Alicja Drezewska
Meike Droste

Maria de Jesus S. Duran Kramer
Barbara Drobniewicz
Mariusz Drzewiecki
Teresa Dziedzic

Iwona Dziemidowicz
Grzegorz Dziemidowicz
Moustafa El-Abbadie
Yousef ElI-Gharani
Fryne and Chryso Eliades
Elzbieta Garlikowska
Andrzej Garlikowski
Krystyna Gawlikowska

Bolestaw Ginter
Andrzej Glazewski
Zbigniew Godziejewski
Tadeusz Gotgowski
Klara Gérecka

Mona Haggag

Frank Haggerty

Heinz Heinen
Malgorzata Herbich
Jadwiga Iwaszczuk

Jolanta Jabtonowska-Taracha

Elzbieta Jakobielska
Stefan Jakobielski
Krzysztof Jakubiak
Elzbieta Jastrzebowska
Piotr Jaworski

Adam Jegliriski

Wanda Jerke
Waldemar Jerke

Artur Kaczor

Barbara Kaim
Henrijetta Kania

Jerzy Kania

Vassos Karageorghis
Malgorzata Karkowska
Janusz Karkowski
Bolestaw Kobielski
Michat Kobusiewicz
Rafat Koliriski
Wojciech Kolataj
Teresa Kotataj

Elzbieta Kotosowska
Jacek Kosciuk

Stefan Karol Koztowski
Barbara Kramer

Karla Kroepper
Aleksandra Krzyzanowska
Jack M. Kucy

Andrzej Kwasnica

Ewa Laskowska-Kusztal
Hervé Lebrun



Tabula Gratulatoria

Andrzej Leligdowicz

Marek Lemiesz
Kazimierz Lewartowski
Joanna Lis

Magdalena Eapras
Dorota Eawecka
Stanistaw Machata
Robert Mahler
Aleksandra Majewska
Elibieta Makowiecka
Wiestaw Matkowski
Matgorzata Martens-Czarnecka
Edyta Marzec

Szymon Masglak
Dorota Mazanek
Ryszard E Mazurowski
Izabela Medeksza
Demetrios Michaelides
Bozena Mierzejewska
Marta Mierzejewska
Antoni Mierzejewski
Krzysztof Misiewicz
Jolanta Mtynarczyk
‘Wanda Mossakowska
Stanistaw Mossakowski
Liliana Nalewajska
Jacek Nalewajski

Jan Natkanski

Ireneusz Nieduziak
Andrzej Niwiriski
Mirostaw Olbrys

Ewa Orlowska-Busko
Ewa Parandowska
Piotr Parandowski
Barbara Pawlicka
Franciszek Pawlicki
Maciej Pawlikowski
Tomasz Pelc

Karol Piasecki
Ingeborga Pietrzykowska
‘Waldemar Poloczanin
Jacek Przeniosto
Marek Puszkarski
Eustathios Raptou

Malgorzata Redlak

Monika Rekowska-Ruszkowska
Jerzy Rekucki

Karolina Rosiniska-Balik
Yukasz Rutkowski

Ida Ryl-Preibisz

Stefan Sadowski

Doreya Said

Tadeusz Sarnowski

Tomasz Scholl

Joanna Scholl

Mervat Seif El-Din

Ryszard Sobolewski
Zbigniew Solarewicz
Andreas Sotiriadis

Marek F. Stepniowski
Grazyna Katarzyna Szafrafiska
Zbigniew Szafrariski

Joanna Katarzyna Szczepkowska
Tomasz Szmagier

Andrzej Szum

Joachim Sliwa

Barbara Tkaczow

Alfred Twardecki

Rozalia Tybulewicz

Marcin Wagner

Ewa Waliszewska

Tomasz Waliszewski

Olga Wasilewska

Jackie Westwood-Dimitriadis
Dagmara Wielgosz-Rondolino
Janina Wierciiska
Przemystaw Wierzbicki
Dietrich Wildung

Ewa Wipszycka-Bravo

Teresa Witkowska

Maciej Witkowski

Dariusz Wolski

Barbara Wroriska-Kucy
Zuzanna Wygnariska
Grzegorz Wyrzykowski
Zygmunt Wysocki

Mariusz Ziétkowski

Jerzy Zelazowski

Bogdan Zurawski



CONTENTS

A DD IEVIATIONS. ¢ttt ettt sttt ettt ettt st et e et e bt et et ettt ebeeae et e beent e beeteententesaeennans 9
FOTEWOIA. ettt sttt bbbt bbbt bt e bt ettt et e e enee 11
Wiktor Andrzej Daszewski: Essay presented on his 75th birthday anniversary.......ccccccvenneneece. 13
Wiktor Andrzej Daszewski: List of publications..........cccceuvueueuieinnieccinneeinneecceseeeeneenen 31

KrzyszTor BABRAJ
Interprétation de la lettre tod sur le vétement du Christ et du geste de 'ogdoade
sur la mosaique absidiale de I'église Santa Pudenziana & Rome.........cccccvueuiuiiiiniiiiiiniccicnnas 43

JANINE Barry
Le rinceau d’acanthe 4 fond noir dans la mosaique syrienne : 'exemple de Mariamin............ 73

Jean-CHARLES Barry
Une « nouvelle » dédicace apaméenne & Cn. Marcius Rustius Rufinus......c.cccoeveveecnneccecnnnes 89

GRAZYNA BAkOowska-CZERNER
Aphrodite in Egypt. Images of the goddess from Marina el-Alamein...........c.ccccoeeiviiiinnnee. 97

GruserPINA CAPRIOTTI-VITTOZZI
Un gruppo scultoreo da Dendera al Museo del Cairo: due fanciulli divini e i due luminari.....115

Rarar CZERNER
The peristyle of House H1 in the ancient town at Marina el-Alamein......c.c.ccccceevvvericnennnnes 129

Krzyszror DoMZALSKI
Roman fine pottery from a cellar under Oil-press E.I at Chhim (Lebanon).............cccccceuee.e. 147

Protr Dyczex
From the history on ancient Rhizon/Risinium: Why the Illyrian King

Pavios FLOURENTZOS
New evidence of the aniconic iconography of Astarte-Aphrodite in Cyprus.........coceeevevrerennce. 175

MicHar GAWLIKOWSKI
Bagatelles épigraphiques.......c.cocvveueuiiniiieuiininicicince ettt 183

WropzIMIERZ GODLEWSKI
Mosaic floor from the sanctuary of the EC.II cathedral in Dongola.........c.ccococuiiiiniiinnines 193

Tomasz GORECKI
Roman ceramic thymiaterion from a Coptic hermitage in Thebes.........cccccoviiiniiininn. 199



Contents

Tomasz HerBicH, HARALD vaN DER OSTEN, IwoNA ZycH
Geophysi EC.II cs applied to the investigation of Graeco-Roman coastal towns
west of Alexandria: the case of Marina el-Alamein..........cccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiececceeeece e 209

Maria KaczZMAREK

Human remains from Marina el-Alamein.......c.coeveceinniecinniereieniecnneeceneeeceseenenes 233
Zsorr Kiss
Deux fragments de portraits funéraires romains de Deir el-Bahari..........ccccccoeiiinniinnnn. 259

Jerzy KoLENDO

Zita, une ville oubliée de Tripolitaine........cccvveeirieririenirenieinienc et 267
Renata KucHARCZYK

Glass medallion in the shape of a lion’s head mask.......c.cccoveveinnieiinniicnccnneccne 277
BarBara LicHOCKA

Delta—epsilon issues of Elagabalus and Severus Alexander...........cccvvevueveinininieccnneccnnnenenn. 287
Joun Lunp

Head vases of the Magenta Group from Cyprus...........cocoevvicucieiniiiciininicccineeeeseseeees 325

Apam LAjTAR
Divus Probus(?) in a fragmentary building(?) inscription in Latin found

in Kato (Nea) Paphos, CyPrus........c.cocvrueueirinieieuinininieieininieiettreneieseeesesteseeesessesesesesessesesesees 341
Apam Lukaszewicz

A fISH IO Thie SEa...iiviiiiiiceiece ettt ettt enteas 353
GRZEGORZ MAJCHEREK, [wONA ZYCH

The Cretan presence in Marina el-Alamein.......c..ccovveereineiiniininincieceecereee e 357

HeNrYK MEYZA
A mask of fygpav Ogpdrov with 8ykog(?) from Paphos........coveeeeeererierieiriniccesseeeeenne 379

Karor MyYSLIWIEC
Lacquis des fouilles de Tell Atrib pour la connaissance de 'époque ptolémaique.................... 387

Janusz A. OSTROWSKI
Najwcze$niejsza polska wzmianka o sycylijskich antiquitates (with summary in English)......... 399

Ewpoksia Papuct-WraDYKA
The contribution of Krakéw archaeologists to excavating Nea Paphos, the ancient capital

OF Y PIUS. ettt ettt ettt sttt ettt st et b et b et b et b st bt st e bt st e bt st et st et st et et et ebe e ebe e 413
ANNA POLUDNIKIEWICZ

“Megarian” bowls from Tell Atrib........cccocoviiiiiininiiiiiiii 425
ZOFIA SZTETYELO

Amphoras on Knidian amphoras........co.cceccernieeiinniieinninecneeceneeree e esesneneeens 441

[HaNNA SzyMANSKA |
Two “armed” terracottas from AthIibis......c..iiveuiiiiiiiiiiiie et e e e 451




