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Wiktor andrzej Daszewski 
essay presented on his 75th birthday anniversary

Krystyna Polaczek, iwona Zych

if a man is to be acclaimed for his life achievement, it is on-
ly just that his works be presented. this essay is offered to 
Professor Wiktor a. Daszewski by the authors, hopefully on 
behalf of Polish and foreign friends, colleagues and students, 
who have benefited — and suffered — in their life and work 
from their acquaintance with the Professor, but who have 
nonetheless stood by him in good times and bad, respect-
ful of his commitment to the success of Polish archeology in 

the Mediterranean and of his achievements as an archaeologist and scholar of Graeco-
roman antiquity.

Wiktor andrzej Daszewski comes from a generation of Poles born before the 
war, whose life my have taken quite a different turn had not the geopolitical situation 
changed so diametrically in the aftermath of World War ii. He was born on 1 november 
1936 in Horodysławice near lvov, in what was then a thriving part of the Polish eastern 
borderlands. like many other families displaced from this region, he moved with his 
mother to the southwestern part of Poland. there, in Cieplice Śląskie, in the haven of 
a small secondary school with old-time professors, Daszewski completed his schooling in 
1954. His first steps into academics led him to a year of studies at the Civil engineering 
Faculty of the University of technology in Wrocław. Discovering that his interests lay 
elsewhere, he seized the opportunity to transfer to the University of Warsaw, to study art 
history and archaeology. 

the restituted Chair of Mediterranean archaeology under the energetic Professor 
Kazimierz Michałowski was coming into fat years and it was during Daszewski’s time as 
a student that Polish archaeologists started to excavate abroad again, first in Crimea in 
1956–1958 and starting from 1957 in tell atrib in egypt. His future associate on digs 
in Cyprus and egypt and colleague in restructuring and developing the Polish Centre 
after Michałowski’s passing, Prof. Zofia sztetyłło, started her own career with research 
on two Classical sites in Crimea. the results of those first forays into Classical archaeol-
ogy abroad must have fired the imagination of many prospective archaeologists, later 
colleagues and associates of Wiktor andrzej Daszewski. indeed, they may have fired the 
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Fig. 1.  In Oxford with Prof. Terrence B. Mitford (left), May 1978 (W.A. Daszewski, private archives) 
Fig. 2.  Stop on the way to Palmyra, with Prof. Kazimierz Michałowski (right) (Photo W. Jerke, PCMA archives)
Fig. 3.  Visit with Egyptian officials to the site of Tell Atrib, from left: Elżbieta Daszewska, Marek Marciniak, 

Wiktor A. Daszewski and Egyptian officials (Photo W. Jerke)
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Fig. 4.  In Cairo, with the Egyptian Minister of Foreign Affairs, 1968 (W.A. Daszewski, private archives)
Fig. 5.  Visit with the official authorities of the Coptic Church in Cairo, from left: Wiktor A. Daszewski, 

Kazimierz Michałowski, Pope Kyrillos VI (W.A. Daszewski, private archives)
Fig. 6.  Fun in Palmyra: from left, Janusz Meuszyński, Jadwiga Kubińska and Wiktor A. Daszewski, Karol 

Myśliwiec (Photo W. Jerke, PCMA archives)
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imagination of Daszewski himself, as did the establishment of the archaeological center 
in Cairo in 1960, an event which was to shape the professional life of the young scholar. 

in the meantime, however, he completed his archeological studies in December 
1961, submitting for his Master’s degree a thesis on roman stone offering tables from 
the collection of the national Museum in Warsaw (published in the form of articles in 
1966). For two years after that he explored other venues, studying journalism at the 
University of Warsaw and the University of Perugia. in the academic year of 1963–
1964, he enrolled in lincoln College at Oxford for post-graduate studies in the field 
of Classical and Graeco-roman archaeology. this was hardly a run-of-the-mill move 
in those times. Upon returning to Poland, in 1965, he was employed briefly at the 
research Centre for Mediterranean archaeology of the Polish academy of sciences, and, 
like many of his peers at the time, sent to egypt for archaeological field training. this 
gave him his first opportunity for a touch-on experience of excavations, participating in 
the Centre’s current projects. He also joined the excavation teams in Paphos on Cyprus 
and in Palmyra in syria. this, coupled with his natural organizational skills and a bent 
for leadership, gave him the necessary background to take on, from the fall of 1967 
when the opportunity presented itself, the post of scientific secretary of the Centre of 
Mediterranean archaeology of the University of Warsaw in Cairo, as it was then called. 

if there is one thing that Wiktor andrzej Daszewski would 
like to be remembered for, it is the discovery of the ancient 
town at Marina el-alamein, justly described by a first-time 
visitor as the “Pompeii” of egypt’s Mediterranean coast. 

in 1986, tourist development on a major scale had start-
ed to claim the picturesque wilderness of the Mediterranean 

coast. On occasion building works turned up antiquities. reacting to information from 
egyptian colleagues in the antiquities service that tourist village developers had appar-
ently unearthed marble columns on a site on the shore near the World War ii battle-
field of el alamein, Daszewski sprang into action, helping to obtain from appropriate 
egyptian authorities a ban on further construction and organizing an ad-hoc mission to 
help colleagues from the egyptian antiquities Organization (eaO) to survey and docu-
ment as much of the site as possible. this was in 1986–1987. in 1988 he already had a 
license for regular excavations and preservation of the ancient remains. in the years be-
tween 1988 and 2007, Daszewski missed only one season, in 2003, when he was recov-
ering from a serious illness. every year, almost always in late winter and early spring (too 
early for sea bathing, which he adored), his team would spend from four to six weeks 
in the field, the amount of time that his duties as head of the Center and later lecturer 
at trier University permitted. sometimes he could not stay for the whole season, but 
somehow he was always there for the major discoveries, like the first preserved roman 
funerary portrait found on the Mediterranean coast of egypt.
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Fig. 7.  Showing the newly discovered mosaics from the House of Aion, Paphos, October 1983: from 
left, Stanisław Medeksza, Zbigniew Doliński, Jolanta Młynarczyk, Yannis Kleanthis, Elżbieta 
Daszewska, Mirosława Kamińska, Jolanta Jabłonowska, Ewa Orłowska, Adam Łajtar, Mariusz 
Burdajewicz, Wiktor A. Daszewski (sprinkling the surface of the mosaics with water for better pre-
sentation), Zofia Sztetyłło (Photo I. Zych, private archives)

Fig. 8.  Showing the pillar tombs of Marina el-Alamein to visiting (from right) Maria Mossakowska-Gaubert 
and Christian Gaubert, March 2004 (Photo I. Zych, private archives)
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Fig. 9.  Visit of Vassos Karageorghis, Director of the Cyprus Department of Antiquities, at the site in Paphos, 
1 October 1987; from left: Elżbieta Daszewska, Wiktor A. Daszewski, Vassos Karageorghis, Stanisław 
Medeksza, Jacąueline Karageorghis, Zofia Sztetyłło, Iwona Zych (I. Zych, private archives)

Fig. 10.  Wiktor A. Daszewski in Paphos, 1975 (Photo W. Jerke, PCMA archives)
Fig. 11.  Wiktor A. Daszewski (left) and Henryk Meyza in Paphos, 2007 (Photo W. Jerke, PCMA archives)
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in the course of nineteen seasons of fieldwork he explored the necropolis of the 
ancient town and commenced on the excavation of the central city square. apart from 
numerous communiqués, interim field reports and syntheses published over the years, 
he wrote on selected finds reflecting his specific interests in the fields of iconography and 
architectural decoration. 

the project has not been closed and the conservation team (for the past sixteen sea-
sons from the Wrocław University of technology, headed by a long-time colleague, the 
late Prof. stanisław Medeksza) continues to work on restoring monuments at the site. 
Unfortunately, for reasons beyond the Centre’s control, the archeological excavations 
were interrupted in 2007, the year of Daszewski’s retirement; they should be resumed in 
the near future. 

Yet it was Paphos, where Daszewski first worked in 1966 as deputy director and 
then continued as field director and director until his retirement, which determined the 
course of his scientific career. He excavated the Villa of theseus with its set of splen-
did mosaic floors (the mosaics of theseus and achilles were discovered in 1970), then 
commenced to clear the ruins to the east and south of the residence. this resulted in 
the discovery in 1983 and subsequent exploration of the House of aion with its set of 
extraordinary mosaics. Dionysos der Erlöser. Griechische Mythen im spätantiken Cypern, 
published in 1985, was the fruit of that discovery. 

excavations to the south of the residence demonstrated the presence of substan-
tial Hellenistic private architecture underneath the roman remains. an extensive house 
surrounding a peristyle continues to be cleared. Following Daszewski’s retirement, 
the project is now headed for the PCMa by a long-time team member, Dr. Henryk 
Meyza from the research Center for Mediterranean archaeology (now institute of 
Mediterranean and Oriental Cultures) of the Polish academy of sciences, whose PhD 
thesis was supervised by the Professor. Daszewski continues to participate in the field-
work, working on completing a number of pending publications. 

Paphos has also figured strongly in Daszewski’s scholarship. 
Figurative mosaics from Polish excavations in Paphos were 
the topic of his doctoral dissertation, which he defended at 
the University of Warsaw in 1974. this study in revised form 
was published in 1977 as La mosaique de Thésée. Études sur 
les mosaiques avec représentations du labyrinthe, de Thésée et 

du Minotaure in the nea Paphos excavation series. Mosaics remained at the center of 
Daszewski’s scholarly interest. His next book, Corpus of Mosaics from Egypt i. Hellenistic 
and Early Roman Period, published in the Aegyptiaca Treverensia series in 1985, was pre-
sented in 1979 as his habilitation dissertation. in Poland he was nominated associate 
Professor in 1989 and Full Professor in 2005; in Germany he was Professor of Classical 
archaeology at the University in trier from the 1988–1989 academic year. 
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Fig. 12.  The first mission in Paphos with student trainees, October 1981: standing, from left: Wiktor A. 
Daszewski, Cypriot worker, Marek Kulczycki, Małgorzata Mańkowska, Cypriot workmen, Barbara 
Lichocka, Grzegorz Majcherek, Neoptolemos, Tomasz Derda, Cypriot worker, Diana Ostrowska, 
Elżbieta Danielczyk, Cypriot workers; sitting, from left: Mirosław Kielak, Jolanta Młynarczyk, 
Marek Olszewski, Jolanta Jabłonowska, Alicja Drabek, Zofia Sztetyłło, Dorota Ryszkowska, Renata 
Kucharczyk, Andrzej Szum, Stanisław Medeksza, Cypriot workers; in front, from left: Iwona Zych and 
Adam Łajtar (I. Zych, private archives)

Fig. 13.  The Marina team in the 1990 season, from left: Wiktor A. Daszewski, Zofia Sztetyłło, Maria 
Kaczmarek, Iwona Zych, Grzegorz Majcherek, Jarosław Dobrowolski (I. Zych, private archives)
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Daszewski pursued his scholarly interests during various stays in the then 
Yugoslavia, the institut français d’archéologie de Proche-Orient (iFaPO) in Beirut and 
the École française in athens, followed by a three-year scholarship from the alexander 
von Humboldt Foundation in erlangen and trier between 1976 and 1979.

His writing has naturally followed in the wake of the results of fieldwork which he 
directed. the Paphos mosaics and finds of statuary at Paphos and Marina led him into 
the fields of iconographic and iconological studies of the Graeco-roman gods, which 
have included items on ambrosia, labyrinthos, nectar and theogonia, among others, 
for Lexicon Iconographicum Mythologiae Classicae. He wrote on aphrodite Hoplismene 
and isis, Hygieia, Cassiopeia and tyche, Dionysos and eros. For Kunstlexikon der Antike 
he wrote an item on spatalos, as well as the roman mosaicist sophilos. these interests 
carried over into other categories of finds, like terracota oil lamps and roman tableware, 
especially Cypriot sigillata. Considerations of alexandrian mosaic emblem panels and 
color in Hellenistic mosaics resulted in an interest in ancient renderings of landscape, 
growing also from studies of the early necropolises of alexandria (including a tomb from 
the Gabbari burial ground). His recognition of an unparalleled form of capital at the 
site of Marina el-alamein produced an important contribution to studies of architec-
tural decoration. this particular form of capital, commonly believed to be nabatean, has 
now been distinguished as the Marina type of the pseudo-Corinthian order. Daszewski’s 
writing included forays into the origins of Hellenistic tombs in alexandria, as well as 
notes on coastal settlement patterns. throughout his career he continued to publish 
short studies and articles on mosaic floor decoration from Cyprus and egypt, includ-
ing a popular guidebook to Cyprus mosaics (with Demetrios Michaelides) published in 
three languages in 1988–1989.

in the 1988–1989 academic year, he embarked on a career as a university lecturer. 
Until november 2001 he was a professor of Classical archaeology at the institute of 
archaeology of the University in trier and from 2001 until his retirement in 2007 a pro-
fessor of Classical archeology at the institute of archeology of the University of Warsaw. 
as professor emeritus he continues to participate in the education of future archaeolo-
gists in Warsaw. 

Daszewski has also lectured extensively at universities in Great Britain (Oxford, 
Cambridge, london, reading, edinburgh, st. andrews, liverpool, Glasgow), in France 
(Paris and lyon), Belgium (Brussels and liège), italy (Bologna, ravenna and rome), 
spain (Madrid), Greece (rhodos and Crete), most universities in Germany, switzerland 
(Geneva and lausanne), the United states (24 academic institutions around the coun-
try), as well as Peru (lima and Cusco). He has also been invited to lecture at archaeologi-
cal institutes in athens, nicosia and tunis.

experience of issues connected with the saving of ancient cultural heritage, accu-
mulated as head of the Polish Centre in Cairo, gained him the position of coordinator 
for the UnesCO international salvage Project in ancient Carthage and the Historic 
Center of tunis in 1971–1973. it was his openness to new methods that led to the 
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Fig. 14.  Breakfast break at Marina el-Alamein, in the background tombs T1GH and T1D, March 1990; sitting 
clockwise, from bottom left: Wiktor A. Daszewski, visiting SCA inspector Saura from Alexandria, Maria 
Kaczmarek, Zofia Sztetyłło, Wojciech Kołataj, Ahmed Musa and Ala’a inspectors from Alexandria, 
Jarosław Dobrowolski, Grzegorz Majcherek, Iwona Zych (Photo W. Jerke, private archives)

Fig. 15.  The Marina team in the last full season of excavations, March 2005, top: Wiktor A. Daszewski; 
upper tier, from left: Andrzej Retkowski, Artur Błaszczyk, Grażyna Bąkowska; bottom tier, from left: 
Małgorzata Krawczyk-Szczerbińska, Iwona Zych (I. Zych, PCMA archives)
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mounting of one of the first comprehensive geophysical surveys of classical archaeologi-
cal sites organized by Prof. Jacek Przeniosło from Poland. in 1975 and again in 1978, 
Daszewski served as an archaeological consultant for UnesCO, advising on matters 
connected with the preservation of archaeological sites of the incas in Peru. From 1983 
he was on a board of experts working under the auspices of the international Council of 
Museums (iCOM) to supervise the project of building a national Museum of egyptian 
Civilization in Cairo (ongoing) and the nubia Museum in aswan, and was member of 
an advisory board coordinating for iCOM the establishment of a national museum of 
archaeology in tripoli, libya.

not the least, Daszewski is an art and memorabilia collector in his own right, own-
ing a small collection of north african terra sigillata plates (from the decoration of 
which come the vignettes appearing in this chapter), as well as numerous historical and 
ethnographical artifacts. 

apart from iCOM, Daszewski is a member, active or honorary, of a number of pro-
fessional societies and associations, among others, the German archaeological institute 
(Dai), the archaeological society in alexandria and the international association for 
the study of ancient Mosaics (AIEMA). He has also been named a Honorary Citizen of 
Paphos for his contribution to the discovery of the town’s ancient remains.

in his capacity as scientific secretary of the Centre in Cairo, 
a post which he held recurrently from 1966 until 1980 (with 
study breaks in 1971–1973 and 1976–1979), Daszewski 
was responsible for the organization of the Polish archaeo-
logical and conservation effort in egypt, sudan, Cyprus and 
syria. He also coordinated the establishment and operation 

of Polish-egyptian Preservation teams at Deir el-Bahari (both the Hatshepsut and the 
tuthmosis ii temples) and Cairo (amir Kabir Qurqumas Mausoleum in the City of the 
Dead) and later, in the 1980s, alexandria (Kom el-Dikka) and Marina el-alamein under 
an intergovernment Cultural agreement between Poland and egypt. 

On behalf of the Centre’s Director, Prof. Kazimierz Michałowski, he coordinated the 
formal and practical aspects of contacts with the egyptian antiquities Organization. in 
this capacity he cultivated relations, some of which grew into lifetime friendships, with 
egyptian colleagues. His good standing with successive Chairmen of the eaO (renamed 
the supreme Council of antiquities), especially with Prof. Gamal eddin Mokhtar, as 
well as with the rank and file of the antiquities service, facilitated many matters, which 
could have floundered otherwise in the bog of Oriental bureaucracy. 

Being in permanent residence in Cairo, Daszewski also coordinated the logistics of 
getting the Centre’s missions in the field. Practically every team and every team member 
had to pass through the Cairo house of the Centre, where the necessary preparations for 
fieldwork had to be made. the Centre was also home to many Polish scholars and stu-
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Fig. 16.  Wiktor A. Daszewski photographing undisturbed mummy burials in the western chamber of hypogeum 
tomb T 28 right after discovery, March 2000 (Photo I. Zych, private archives)

Fig. 17.  Anthropological examination of skeletal remains, Marina el-Alamein, March 2002, from top: Wiktor 
A. Daszewski, Maria Kaczmarek, Iwona Zych (Private archives)

Fig. 18.  Official inspection by SCA director Abdel-Moneim Abu-Bakr (in black suit); first from right 
is Marina site director Abdelatif El-Wakil, in front of the Marina dighouse, March 1998 (Photo 
M. Budzanowski, private archives)
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Fig. 19.  Clearing the altar in front of Tomb T6, Marina el-Alamein, March 1998: Wiktor A. Daszewski and 
Mikołaj Budzanowski standing by the edge of the trench (Photo W. Jerke, PCMA archives)

Fig. 20.  Weekend boating trip off the Paphos shore, October 1983: from right, Jolanta Młynarczyk and Wiktor 
A. Daszewski (Photo I. Zych, private archives)

Fig. 21.  Discovering a bronze lamp stand, Paphos, August 2006, working together with a student trainee 
(Photo W. Jerke, PCMA archives)

Fig. 22.  Field photography session at Marina el-Alamein, August 1988 (Photo I. Zych, private archives)
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dents, beneficiaries of an official government exchange program with egypt, whose task 
was to pursue their studies in the Cairo archaeological libraries and participate in cur-
rent archaeological projects. the Centre also employed a photographer and architect in 
residence. to all of them, and the outpost in alexandria (where a permanent mission was 
also located), the house in Heliopolis, at 14 Baron empain (now nazih Khalifa) street, 
was a surrogate home and Daszewski and his wife, elżbieta, a surrogate family. With air 
travel not as facile as today, there were occasions, for Christmas and easter, when the 
house at Baron empain hosted dozens of people.

With the passing of Prof. Kazimierz Michałowski in December 1981 and the politi-
cal and economic transformation taking place at the time in Poland (1981–1983 were 
the years of martial law imposed in Poland), it became imperative to give the Centre a 
new, more secure standing. Zofia sztetyłło served as interim head of the centre during 
this period. the unit was formally registered with the University of Warsaw as an inde-
pendent department charged with the mission of managing the Polish archaeological and 
conservation effort in egypt and the near east. With community acceptance Wiktor 
andrzej Daszewski (serving as deputy director of the national Museum in Warsaw in 
1981–1983) was called on to serve as the first director of the Centre in the new for-
mula. the transformation from Centre in Cairo to the Polish Centre of Mediterranean 
archaeology of the University of Warsaw with a research center in Cairo was effected in 
1984. Daszewski held this post until early 1990.

in the early 1980s Daszewski spearheaded an intensive scientific, organizational and 
logistic effort on the part of the big PCMa “family” to carry on the founder’s, Professor 
Michałowski’s, achievements in the new geopolitical and economic realities. this en-
tailed organizing a logistical base in Warsaw as well as the necessary funding for current 
and new projects undertaken by the growing institution. the latter included new sites 
like West saqqara, Marina el-alamein and naqlun in egypt, the eski Mosul/Hasake 
Dam salvage project and tell arbid in syria, nemriq and Bijan, as well as other sites 
and survey work in iraq. Daszewski also welcomed, as head of the Centre, new initia-
tives, especially with regard to the application of scientific methods of research, such as 
geophysical prospection (first seasons conducted in 1987 in West saqqara and naqlun) 
and laboratory analyses. He also took advantage of his position and standing with the 
international archaeological community to foster the participation of Polish scholars and 
scientists in research carried out by foreign institutes.

Daszewski was also co-editor of the Centre’s journal Polish Archaeology in the 
Mediterranean founded in 1990 for close to twenty years. He now sits on the PCMa 
editorial Board, which is responsible, among others, for PAM. as Center Director he 
also initiated and supervised a number of publication projects designed to popularize the 
achievements of Polish archaeology at home and abroad.

as head of the Centre and director of the Paphos archaeological Mission in 
Cyprus, Daszewski also opened the way to a program of field training for students of 
Mediterranean archaeology and related fields at the excavations in nea Paphos. the first 
group of 17 students arrived for the 1981 season. For many of the participants, not a few 
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Fig. 23.  Opening of the “Kazimierz Michałowski and the Polish School of Mediterranean Archaeology school” 
exhibition at the University of Warsaw (November 2006), standing from right: successive directors of the 
Polish Centre Wiktor A. Daszewski and Michał Gawlikowski, and Piotr Bieliński, currently in office 
(Photo W. Jerke, PCMA archives)

Fig. 24.  Opening of the “Seventy Years of Polish Archaeology in Egypt” exhibition at the Egyptian Museum in 
Cairo, 21 October 2007, from left: Wiktor A. Daszewski, and Polish Ambassador Jan Natkański; far 
right, Polish Deputy Minister of Culture Tomasz Merta (Photo W. Jerke, PCMA archives)
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of which are represented with articles in this volume, this was their first “real” experience 
of digging on an ancient site in the Mediterranean. Many have pursued their own careers 
in archaeology, earning degrees and becoming professors in their own right. the practice 
has been continued and has spread to other field missions.

in an article on the Centre’s work, penned for the 25th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the Centre and the 50th anniversary of Polish excavations in egypt, published 
in 1986, Daszewski wrote of the optimism that a review of past work generated and the 
attention and care which needed to be put in preserving and developing these achieve-
ments in order for Polish archaeologists to remain leading partners in the investigations 
of ancient cultures in africa and the near east.

Fig. 25.  The big PCMA “family” during a party at the Centre’s Warsaw office, May 2007, from left: Michał 
Neska, Iwona Zych, Piotr Bieliński, Wiktor A. Daszewski, Wojciech Kołataj, Krystyna Polaczek, Zofia 
Sztetyłło, Ewa Laskowska-Kusztal, Rafał Koliński, Aleksandra Majewska, Franciszek Pawlicki, Karol 
Myśliwiec, Mirosław Olbryś, Katarzyna Szczepkowska, Marek Puszkarski, Klara Górecka; sitting, 
from left: Ewa Domańska, Anna Południkiewicz, Robert Mahler, Ewa Czyżewska, Waldemar Jerke 
(Photo W. Jerke, PCMA archives) 
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the present authors do not feel entitled to undertake a com-
prehensive evaluation of Professor Wiktor andrzej Daszewski’s 
life achievement. Having worked for and with the Professor, 
they have seen both faces of the man, the public and the pri-
vate one. they have been at the butt end of Daszewski’s striv-
ing for personal and team excellence and have had to bear 
the brunt of various conflicts that invariably accompany such 

strong personalities. But they have also witnessed the Professor’s generosity, and the sym-
pathy and respect that he has always engendered among the local workmen. a quick 
mind, keen interest in world affairs and appreciation of the arts, coupled with fluency 
in a number of european languages, have made Daszewski an appreciated colleague in 
scholarly circles, as well as gained him many friends and acquaintances worldwide. He 
has also been unmatched in his practical and technical skills and the ingenuity neces-
sary to manage in difficult field conditions. He can also justly pride himself on having 
been an excellent driver. this stoutness of heart and iron inner discipline were put to the 
most demanding test when a serious illness struck him down. there was no miracle in 
his recovery, but months of diligent hard work to “teach” himself to live and work again. 
He returned yet to direct excavations and lecture at the university. a healthy lifestyle and 
a love of sea bathing has kept him in good condition. 

He has been married to elżbieta Zamoyska since 1961 and has two daughters and 
four grandchildren. last but least, he is a scorpio, like quite a few other Polish archae-
ologists of his generation.
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